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SECTION  I  -  PREFACE 


Presented  herewith  is  a  written  and  graphic  report  of  operations  carried  *ut 
by  the  82d  Airborne  Division  in  the  celebrated  battles  of  "The  Bel0ian  Bul,.,e"  in 
BELGIUM  and  GERMANY  during  December,  1944,  and  January  and  February,  1945. 

This  record*  written  as  it  is  in  the  terse*  military  language  employed  In  such 
reports,  can  merely  hint  at  the  almost  indescribable  difficulties  faced  -  and  mas¬ 
tered  -  by  both  the  combat  and  service  echelfuis  of  the  Division. 

In  brief,  the  82nd  Airborne  Division,  still  awaiting  reinforcements  and  much 
re-supply  at  its  base  camps  in  the  general  area  of  RHEBB,  FRANCE,  moved  150  miles 
with  its  first  combat  elements  going  into  position  in  less  than  24  hours  and  the 
entire  Division  closing  in  a  new  combat  area  in  less  than  40  hours  from  the  time 
of  the  initial  alert.  It  fought,  stopped,  and  held  against  the  best  Divisions  the 
German  leader,  Field  Marshal  TON  RUNSTEDT,  could  pit  against  it,  protecting  the 
North  shoulder  of  the  Allied  line,  preventing  the  GERMAN  break-through  from  turning 
North  to  LIEGE,  BELGIUM,  and  providing  a  safe  area  through  which  trapped  Allied 
units  could  withdraw  from  the  break-through  area.  This  it  did  despite  the  fact 
that  its  lines  at  times  stretched  more  than  25,000  yards,  Then,  turning  to  the 
offense,  the  Division  set  the  pace  for  other  units,  forcing  the  enemy  back  through 
his  famed  3IEGFREID  LINE. 

Men  fought,  at  times,  with  only  rifles,  grenades  and  knives  against  GEHMN 
armor.  They  fought  with  only  light  weapons  in  waist-deep  snow,  in  blizzards,  in 
near  zero  temperatures  and  in  areas  where  heavy  forestation  and  the  almost  total 
lack  of  roads  presented  problems  that  only  men  of  stout  hearts  and  iron  determin¬ 
ation  could  overcome. 

/ 

The  battles  of  "THE  BULGE",  ranking  on  a  par  with  the  brightest  victories  in 
the  Division’s  history,  also  proved  again  that  plans  and  material  are  important 
but  the  most  important  essential  of  all  is  a  fighting  heart,  a  will-to-win.  To 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  line  goes  full  credit  for  the  brilliant  record  they 
made  in  the  name  of  the  82d  Airborne  Division. 


JAMES  M.  GAVIN 
Major  General,  USA, 
Commanding 


•  M  ■  '  m  - 

-  '  SEtiWIi  II  -  Dt VI  SION .SCORk  ANDER 1 S  RE^f 

.The  82d" Airborne  Division,  was.  located  at  Camps  Siiippes . 'and  Sissonne,  France 
undertaking  normal  ground  divisional  training  ’Mien,  on  December  i7,  1944,  first, 
orders  were  received  to  move  to'  the  .east.  ..At  about  1930  hours,  while  at.  dinner 
with  the  Staff,  I  received  ho ’phcaetoall  from  Colonel  Eaton,  Chief  of  Staff, 

XVIII  Corps  (Airborne),  lie  .stated  that* ho  had  Just  received  a  call  ■  from  SHMF 
to  the  effect  that  the  situation  on  the  front  to  the  east,  appeared  to  be  critical}- 


that  the  airborne  divisions  were,  to  be' prepared  to  oc 


hours  after  daylight 


the  following  day;  that  the  Corps  Commander,  General  Ridgway,  was  in  England  and 
could  not  be  contacted  immediate.!. •• I  instructed  Colonel  Eaton  to  issue  orders 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  3.03. at  Airborne  Division,  Brigadier  General  ' 
McAuliffc?,  to  .prepare  'immediately  for  movement  i,n  accordance,  vri.th  the  SHAEF 'esti¬ 
mate,  24  hours  after  daylight.  1  assembled  my  Staff  in  the  Division  'Jar  Room’ at  • 
,  . 2000' hours,  'I  .had  lists dad  to  a  radio  news  broadcast  at  1800  hours  and  was  aware . 
of  the  fact  'that  a  German  penetration  was’  being  made  in  the  direction  of  St-,- Vith. 

.  The  division  was  ready  for  a  quick- move,  .since,  because. of  our .past,  and  usual 
quick  commitments,  we' have  maintained  a  high  degree  of  readiness  as  a'  standard- 
operating  procedure.  '  A  basic  load  of.  ammunition  was  in  the*  hands  of  each  regiment, 
complete  in  all  -respects.  Two  "K".  and,  two  »DW  rations  for  tfts  Division  were- at  . 
.hand'  'and  could  be  'distributed  in  a. matter  of  hours.  All.  weapons,  uniform  and 
—equipment  were  up  to  an  operating  standard.  The,  Staff-  assembled  at  2000  hours  • 
when  the  initial  directive-  was  issued  that  started  their  planning.  ' 

I  called  General  larch' at  Camp  Suippes  at  about. •  1945  hours,  giving  him. the- 
situation . and  alerting  him  for  the  move.  Unit  Commanders  at ’Camp  Sissonne  were 
>  assembled  with,  .the  Staff  :in  the  'Jar  Room  fat  2100  hours  when  .the  situation  was 
outlined  to  them  and  a  tentative  plan -for  the  movement'  to-  Bastongne  issued.  At 
-about  2130  hours- 1  received  a. call  from  the  Chief  of  Staff,  XVIII  Corps  (Airborn-a) 
who.  said  that  'Corps  had  orders  to  move  without  ’delay  in  .the  direction  of  Bastogne 
whafe .  further  orders  would  be  received.'  -He  also  said  that  Corps  was  to  be  attache 
to  At  he  First  United  Spates'  Army.  After  further  discussion  I  decided  that  the  82d  > 
cipporne  Division  would  move  approximately  one  hour  after  daylight  and  move-  in  the 
direction  of  Bastogne.  The  1.01st  Airborne  Division  was  to  move  at  1400  hours,  18- 
December,  .also  in  the- direction  of  Bastogne.  Ait  that  time  Oise  Base  Section  "Was 
devoting  all  its  efforts  to  pulling,  in  all  transportation, off  'the  roads  to  pro- 
;vicfo  the  necessary  lift  for  both  divisions *  '  • 

y  .At  2330  I  -loft 'with  my  0-1, la,  Col*  Alfred  '!,■  Ireland,,  and  my  fade-.  Captain 
Hugh  V.  Olson,,  for  the  command  post  of  the  First  United  States' Army  at  Spe.  The' 
’driVe  was  very  dj  moult  tue  to  the  goner-si  condition  -of  the.  roads,  rain  and- fog, 
and’* the  absence  of  bridges  on  a  number  of  important  highways.  '  I'  reported  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Hodges  in  person  at  about  0900  hours  18  December.'  At  that,  time  the  situation 
appeared  rather  vague.  The'  first  reports  of  enemy  contact  at  Stavelot  were,  just 
.coming  in.  It  was' reported  that  an  enemy  force  at  Stavelot  had  driven  , cur  troops 
across  the  raver  and  had  succeeded'  in  capturing  and  destroying  a  large  map  supply.' 
They  apparently  blew’  the  bridge  upon  driving  out  our  -forces.  The  situation  south 
and.  west  o  1  Stave!. ot  was  unknown  exept.  that,1  the  enemy  had  evidently  overrun  our 
front  positions.  •  There  appeared  to  be  a  large  force  of  U,'  S.  troops  centered  on’ 
ot,  Vith.  There  also  appeared  to  be  a  lar-""e  pocket  on  the  106th  Division 
surrounded  .in  the  Eifel.  •  1  ,  f  .  - 

>  ’  ■  ’  •  / 

After  some,  staff  discussion,  the  Commanding  General,  First  U.  S,  Army  decided 
to  Attach  the  ©2d  Airborne  Division  to  V  Corps.  ’  It  was  to  close  in  an.  area  in  the 
vici-lty  of  TJerbomont.  The  101st  Airborne  Division  was  to  be  attached'- to  VIII 
'Corps  -and^v’ould  assemble' -in  the  vicinity  of  Bastogne..  I  placed  a  request  with  the 
.First  J.  S.  .Array  for  tanks,  TD's,  4.2’s  and  medium  artillery,  -and  left  the'  DP  for 
••Werfhont.  -t  tnis  time  there  was  considerable  movement  west  of  service  and  com*', 
mand  installations  in  and  around  Spa,  It  was  apparently  being  evacuated,  . 

|  I  arrived  at  ternomont. stSbppb&axmately  -mid-afternoon  and  immediately  made,  a 
reconnaissance  of  the  entire  area.  It  offered  -excellent  'defensive  possibilities," 
being  the  dominant  terrain '  for’ many  miles  from  the  crossroads  at  'Jo.rbomont,  At' 
about .1600  hours. 'I  contacted -an, engineer  platoon  at  the  bridge  at  Hablemont . •  The 
bridge  was  prepared  for  demolition,  and  they  reported  the  Germans  were  in  th.e  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity,  coming  over  the  main  highway  from  Trois-Ponts  -.  At  that  time  a: 
mumper  of  -civilians  were  very  excitedly  moving  west  on  the  T roi s-Pont s-^eife rbcanont ' 
•road.  They  all  stated  that  the  Gentians  had  passed  Trois-Ponts .  and;  were  ’’coming 
.this.  way". a.  I 'triad o  a  reconnaissance  down  the  valley  from  Hablomoht’  to  the’.,mbleve 
-River  but  encountered  no  enemy  Or'  hny  indication  of  his  whereabout*.  One  bridge 


.o.  was  still  intact  ..at  Forgo  and  was  not  prepared  'for  deoctoli'tion,  Upon  returning  t|> 

|  Hablemont  I  asked  the  Lieutenant  at  that  bridge  about  it,  and  he  .a'po.aroU  to  be  f 
%  'full;/  occupied  vdth  the  means  at  his  disposal  of  blowing  -the  bridge  at  Kiblemont.t 
j  It  about  1630.  hours  I  left  for  Bastogns  to  me  ..t .  General  KcAuliffe’.  ’  ' 

l  I  reported  to  the  VIII  Corps  CP  in  Bashogne  and  had  a  short  conversation'  vdth 
General -Middleton  and  talked  to  ids  G-2  and  G-3,  that  time  the  Corps  CP  was  * 
preparing  to  move.  The  situation  re  very  vague-.  1  The.  28th;  Division  .officers  5 
present  seemed  to  foci  that  their  division  had  been  overrun,  although  they  were  - 
uncertain  of  its  whereabouts .  I  mottCkyioral  T’cAiillffe’,  gave  him  his  orders  that 
he  was  to  assemble  in-  Bastc-gne,  reporting  to  the  Corot:  ’  Commander  of  the,. VIII  Corps, 
and  I  left,  moving  north  .'and  passing  through  Houffaliae  shortly  after  dark.  I  -  - 
.arrived  in  A'eromont  at  approximately  2000  hours  and  about  that;  time  the  first  '  * 
.‘.large  group  of  82d  vehicles  started  arriving. 

A  command  post  was  established  and  troops  disposed  as  rapidly  as  .they  arrived. 
Drivers  and  troops  were  very  tired,  having  by  this  time  been  up  for  two  nights. 

Ill  during  the  night  the  staff  worked  on  closing  the  vehicles  into  the'  'jerbomont  nr 
area,.  About  two  hours'  after  daylight  December  19th  the  division  closed  In  that  are. 

In  the'  meantime  the  first  enemy  contact  was  made  at  Hablemont .  road  block  ■ 
of  the  30t.h  Division  was  contacted.  b,r  a  Gorman  armored  reconnaissance  party  at  ; 
about  19Q0  hours  the  18th.  I  visited -the  locality  at  daylight  December  19th  and 

■  found  S.bout  five  armored  vehicles,  armored,  cars  and  Sp’s,  knocked  out,  with  several. 
German  dead  lying  .about  the  rood.  -  About  a  platoon  of  2nd  Bn,  119th  Infantry  was  1 

;  present.  They  reported  that  all  of  their  road ’block  party  proper,  despite  -having! 

I  knocked- out  the  German  reconnaissance  party,  'had  either  been  killed  or  captured  op 
'  had.movbd  east.  It  appeared  quite  clear  that  this  was  a  reconnaissance  party  of  a 
i  Berman  armored  column  that  had.  been  endeavoring  to  move  from  TroiseFcpnts  to  Her-  $, 
i-bomont  and  had  succ.eded  in  crossing  the  river  at  Forge.  The  Hablemont  bridge -was  | 

I  blown.  .1  daylight,  December  19,  it  was  learned  that  the  north-south  road  from  | 
f  Bastogne  to  7erbomont  had  been  cut  by  the  Germans  in  the  vicinity  of  Houf falizo .  ;- 
i  The  depth  of  this  penetration  was  unknown,  but  there  were  rumors  from  truck  drivers 
’  that  the  Germans  were  on  the  road  in  the  vicinity  of  Hotton. 

--t  1100  hours,  December  19  errors  -Meet  cadcivddrfe.o  dispatch  one  infantry  i 

■  battalion  and  one  platoon  of  TD's  tc-  the  area  north  of  Rotten  to  block  and  clear  * 
all  aw "roaches  from  Hotton  to  the  rr  rth,  northwest  and  northeast.  Permission  was  ' 

•  later  obtained  from  the,  Corps  Commander  to  serf  this  battalion  to  Barveaux. 

,  ■  During  the  afternoon  of  December  19  information  and  orders  were  received  from 
Headquarters  XVTJ.I  Corps  ( Airborne),  which  had  been  established  about  one 'mile 
north  of  'Jerbomont,  that.  First  Array  was  to  hold -along  the  general  line  Stoumont-  " 
Stavelot-Talmedy  and  counterattack  in  the  direction  of  Trois-Fonts  to  halt  the 
enemy's  advance  to  .the  northwest.  The  mil  Corps  (Airborne)  assumed  command  of 
the  sector  generally  south  of  the  .mbleve  River  to  include  Houffalize. 


In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  Corps  Headquarters,  the  504th  1 
Parachute  Infantry  advanced  and  seized  the  high  ground  northwest  of  Rahier  and  the; 
505th  Parachute  .Infantry  advanced  and  seized  the  high  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  \ 
Haut-Sodeux.  The  508th  Parachute  Infantry  -sent  one  company  to  the  crossroads  one  : 
;m.ile  east  of  Bra.  The  regiment,  less  one  company,  occupied’  the  high  ground  in  the-’ 
vicinity  of  Chevron.  The  325th  Glider  Infantry  remained  at' 'Jerbomont,  having  sent, 

.  the  tnira  battalion  to  the  vicinity  of  Barvaux  and  one  company  to  the  .crossroads  ; 
fat  Hanhay.  These  dispositions  were  consolidated ‘  during  the  night,  cf  December  l 
1 19-20  and  patrols  pushed  to  the.  front  to -gain  contact  with  the 


lemy , 


l  'Shortly  after  daylight,  December  20,  I  met  Colonel  Reuben  Tucker,  504th  Com-i. 
finding  officer,  in  the’  town  of  Rahior  at  which  time  he  had  just  receive  i  Intel-  f 
ijligenoe  from  civilians  to  the  effect  that  approximately  125  vehicles,  including  f 
I'approximately  30  tanks,,  had  moved  through  the  town  the-.afterhoon  before,  moving  * 
:’in  the  direction  of  Choneux.  ;  ., . .  . 


,  ..the  inf  ormatz  cn  .appeared,  to  be  realiable.  It  posed  some  .interesting,  problems 
It  appeared  that  the  Germans  had  gj  von , up  . hope' •  cf  crossing  the  creek .  obstacle  at  i 
Hablemont  with  their  heavy. armor  nad  had  turned .to  the  main  road  through  Stou-  i 

•mont-LaGlicze.  If  this -were  the  capo,,  the  seizure  cf ' the  bridge  over  the  .mbleve 
.River  at  Choneux  was  imperative  if.  choir  futhor  -movement  was  to' be . blocked. 


I  ordered  Colonel  Tucker  to  move  into  -the  town  cf  Cheneux  v/ithout  delay  and, 
conditions  permitting,  tcVj|ize  'thy  bridge.  It  was  imperative .  that  the  bridge  be 
seized.  Ii  l<o-  armoro  engaged  -the.  504th  in  the  .jd/^xtry  around  Rahier 

we  were  in  for  some  - ' 


•’•nxi !^p|/r-oment s ,  but  we  had  cc-mo  a  loh|^y'  tc  find  the  Germ 


irman 


t 


and  we  had  beaten  in  the  past  better  units  than  these  appeared  to  be,  even  with 
our  limited,  means,  so  there  was  but  one  thing  to.  do  and  that  was  to  close, with 
the  enemy  as,  rapidly  as  possible  and  destroy  him  by  any  means  possible.  But  the 
seizure  of  the  bridge  was.  imperative.  -  , -  • 

•  Initial  contact  was  made  at  the  western  exit  of  Chenoux  by  a  patrol  which 
had  been  sent  from  Rahier  by  the  first  battalion  of  the  504th.  They  fired  on  a  . 
German  motor-cyclist  who  was  accompanied  by  a  small  patrol.  Contact  was  -first 
made  on  the  ridge  one-half  mile  west  cf  Cheneus . .  'This  small  -patrol  was  followed • 
by  a  pp r  oximd  t e ly  a  company  of  Germans  moving  along  the  ridge.  They  were  engaged' 
-at  once  and  a  heavy  fight  took  place,  lasting  all  day  long.  This  German  -force, 
we  knew  new,  was  the  advance  guard  of  a  reinforcement  battalion  of  the  first  SS 
Panzer  Division.  The  1st.  "-battalion  .of  the  504th  drove  them  back  into  Cheneux, 
the  battalion  commander  setting  up  his  command  post  in  a  building  in  the  western 
limits  of- Cheneux  on  the  main  road  during  the  hours  of  darkness  of  the  first 
night .  During  the  day  firing  could  be  heard  and  some  vehicular  movement  could 
be  observed  in  the  direction  cf  LaOlieze. 


I  went  to  the  505th  Paraehut 
some  engineers  who  remained  in  Tr  • 
fire,  hut  no  German  force  had  moved 
northern  regimental  areas  reported 
through.  The  situation  south  of  t 
Reconnsissance  was  pushed  in  that 


Infantry  where  !  found  that  they  had  contacted 
's-Fonts,  They  had  occasionally  been  under 
through  the  town.  AH  civilians  in  those 
that  many  Gormans  and  much  armor', had  passed 
i-.e  5C5th  in  the  direction  of  Vielsalm-  was  vague, 
direction.  . 


On  the  afternoon  of  December  20  ft  about  1.6-00  hours  I  was  called  .to  Head¬ 
quarters  VXIII.  Corps  (Airborne)  to  receive  orders  f©r  and  advance  to  the  Vielsalm-' 
Hebronval  line.  In  the  meantime  contact  had' been  established  with  a  German  S3 
force  later  identified  as  the  1st  SS  Panzer  Division  at  Cheneux.  First  contacts 
indicated  that  they  were  well .equippe  ‘  and  reasonably  trained  troops  who  would 
give  us  a  good  fight.  It  was-  with  seme  difficulty  that  our  first  prisoners  were 
taken.  At  about  1$3G,  prior  to  leaving  the  division  advance  CP,  which  was  now-  • 
established  at  Hnblernont,  I  had  all  uh.it  commanders  assembled,  including  the 
battalion  commanders  of  the  508th.  It  was  felt  t hat  speed  .was  vital  and  if  we.' 
were  tc  move  to.  Vielsalm  with  the  mission  to. be  assigned  us  by  XVIII  Cores  ( /dr- 
born n;,  we  had  to  move  without -delay,  regardless  of  conditions .of  light  or  darknes 

-  At  Sorps  Headquarters  I  received,  'information  that  they  were'  advancing  to  the 
•southeast  and  establishing  an  active  defense  along  the  line  Viclsalm-Hebronval- 
Lcroche:  that  tills  division,  S2d  Airborne,  ’would  establish  a  defensive  .line  from 
contact  with  the  -30th  Division,  in  the  vicinity  of  LaGie-ize,- to.  Chencux-Trois- 
'Ponts -Grand  Hallo  ux-Viols alm-Salmc hat e  au-Hebrcnval .  Contact  was  to  be  immediately 
establishc-U:  tdth  units- reportedly  cut  off  i’n  the  area-  of  Vielsalm-St.  Vith.  The  - 
Third  Armored-  Division  ivaason  our  right  and  was  to  hold  the  sector  from  Hebronval 
west.  '  • 

Orders  bo  accomplish  this  were  issued  at  the  divisional  CP  at  Hablemont  shor 
ly  before  dark,  December  20,  Units  moved  promptly  and  by  daylight  were  on  their 
objectives,- 'well  organized  and  prepared  fce  defend.  Regiments  were  in  the  line 
in  the  order,  left  to  right:  504,  505,  50 B,  325.  One  battalion  of  the  325  was 
held  in  division  reserve  in  the  vicinity  cf  LaVaux.  'The  division  forward  CP  was 
established  in  the  town  of  Lieraccx  at  the  -railroad  crossing  cn  the  northern  edge 
of  the  town.  ■  :  t 

In.  Viols  aim  contact  was  made-  with  General  Hasbreuclc  who  had  established  .the 
CP  of  the  7th  Armored  Division  in  trio  town.  The  Division  was*  then  'fighting  around 
•St.  Vith.  'rest  of  Vielsalm,  -  General  Jc-nes  had  established  the  CP  of  the  106thh 
Division  -at  Rencoveaux.  From  a  visit  tc  both  cf  these- officers  I  learned  that 
the-  7th  Armored.'  Division,  exept  for  battle  losses,  was  intact  and  .fighting  with 
unit  integrity.  The  106th  Division  appeared  to  bo  rather  badly  chowed  up - arid  had  • 
but-  cne  regiment,,  the  424th  Infantry,  remaining,  -with  some  division  artillery  and 
divisional  units.  There  were 'also  present  a  regiment  of  the  28th  -Division, 
the  112th'  Infantry,  in  addition  to  -a  number  of  Corps-  and  larger,  units  such  as 
medium  artillery. 

On  the  left  of  the  division  very  heavy  fighting  was  taking  place  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  'cf  Cheneux  whore  ths>  German  1st  SS  Panzer  Division  was  making  0  desperate 
and  all-out  effort  to  drive- out' the  first  battalion  o?  'the  504th.  Further  south 
at  Trois-Ponts,  and.  extending  down  to  Grand  Kalleux,  determined,  apparently,  well 
planned  and  executed  attacks  were  being  made  with  increasing  strength  against  the 
very  thinly  held  front  of  the  505th.  . On  the  south,  the  508th  and  the  325  had  no  • 
contact  with  the  enemy.  The  Division  Reconnaissance  Platoon  was  pushed  south. 
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Information  available  indicated  that  the  German's '  were  moving  in  great  strength' to 
.  the  vipst,  having- passed  Houffalize,  and  wo  re.  moving .  towards  the.  House  River.  The 
.Third  d^mcred.  Division,  which  was  supposed  to  be  on  the  division’s  right,  could 
not  be  contacted.  I  believe  that-  on  this -date  a  reconnaissance  party- may  have, 
established  contact.  ‘  .  .  -  •  • 


On  December  21  I  visited  the  CP’s  of  the  7th-  .armored  and  106th  Divisions 
with  the -Corps  Commander  of  XVIII  Corps  (Airborne),  General  Hidggay. The  situa- 
topm  orn’tje  vocemotu  of  St.  Vith  . appeared  tc  be  critical.-  The  town  was  boing 
overwhelmingly  attacked  in  several  directions  arid  there  appeared  to  be  little 
prospect  -of  preventing' its  being  cut-  off .  The  Corps  Commander  informed  me  that 
'his  original  plan  was.. for  the  30th  Division  to  attack,  south  from  S.tatfelot  to  re¬ 
lieve -the  situation  at  St., Vith  and  for  the  Third,  ijrmdred  to  attack  on  the  right 
.  on  .the  82d  so  as  to  drive  in  'the  :"pria£hs  moving,  to-  the.  west.  On  this  date,  De¬ 
cember  21,  however,  only  the  narrow  neck  of-  land  from  Viclsalm  to  Salmchateau, 
Kelcl  by.  the  82d  Airborne  Division,  connected  the-  St.  Vith  forces  with  remaining 
forces  of  the  First  brmy.  Its  retention  would  be. decisive.  '• 


The  fighting  at  Chcneux  v/as  increasing. in  bitterness.  .On  this' date  the  firs 
battalion  of  thoN  504th,  assisted  by  a 'company,  of  the  third  battalion  of  that  regi¬ 
ment,  made  a 'final,  all-out  assault  on  the  Germans  . in  that  town  and  in  close  hand- 
to-hand  fighting,  many  of  the  parachute  troo-s-  .jumping  aboard  t'hc  German  half- 
-  tracks  and  knifing  the  Germans  at  their  pests,  the  Germans  were,  driven  back  across 
the  Ambl.evo  River  and  our  troop.s  seized ' the  bridge.  In  this  at, tack  we  destroyed 
a  considerable  .amount  cf  armor  and  killed  and  .captured  many' Germans  from' the 
,1st '  S3.  Panzer  Division. 


Farther  to.  the  south  and  east,  the- 505th  Parachute . Infantry  was  having  very 
.  hard  fighting  with  the  remainder,  of  the  1st  SS-  Panzer  Division.  The  505th  had 
initially  sent  a  covering  force  east  of  the  Salm  River  in  the- -vicinity  of  Trois—  < 
Ponts.  Through  sheer  wrighf.  cf  numbers  this  small  force  was  finally  driven  to 
the  river  line  whore  it  held,'  Being  very,  much  overextended,  the  regiment  managed 
to  hold,  by  diagnosing  or  estimating  the  point  of  German -main  effort  from  time,  to...  ' 
time  and,  then  marshalling  all  available  .infantry  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  .beating 
off  t'he  attack 'at  that  point.-  This  process  was  repeated,  where,  necessary,  day 
and  night  until  finally’ the  German  attacks .waned  in  their,  intensity  about  December  . 

*23."  '  ■  ■  v  '  - 

•  '  .  '  . 

The  508th  Parachute  Infantry  ’on- the  Vislsaer-Salmchateau  front  was  without 
'enemy  .contact  exept  for  patrols,.  The  325th  Glider  Infantry,  aided  by -the  Division 
Redonnaissanco  Platoon,  had  established  contact  with  enemy,  forces.. several  .miles 
south  of  their  front  'lines,  •  ■  ‘  ■  .  «  > 

.  .  .  On  December  21  fe.wasnihstir'dctebybyhfchp  Corps  Commander  to  make  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  cf  the  divisional  area  v/ith  a  view  to  withdrawing  after  the  extrication  of 
■the  St.  Vith  forces  "to  a  suitable- defensive  position  that  would  tie. in  .with 'the 
divisions  on  my  right  and  left.  To  date  no  firm  contact  had  been  established  with 
'  the  Third  Armored  Division.  The  merits  of  the  present  defensive  position  were 
discussed,  and  it  'was  agreed . that  .the  Thier-duMont  line  offered,  splendid  defensive  ' 
possibilities  provided  it  could  -be  continued  on  cur  right.  As  well  as  I-  .coul-d  (  - 
determine,  however,  there  were  no' 'friendly  troops  exept  light  reconnaissance- ele¬ 
ments  west 'of  Hebronval#  r  •  . 


I  objected  to  the’  withdrawal  bjit  the  Corps  Commander  explained  that  regard¬ 
less  of  my  wishes  in  the  matter  it  might’ be  necessary  to  require  the  'division  to 
withdraw.  It  was' quite  evident,  at  this  time  that  if  a  major  German  attack'  develop¬ 
ed  from  the  south,  threatening  the  right  of, the  division,  its  continued' occupation 
of  .the  salient  extending  out  to  Viclsalm  would  be:  costly  in  life  and  to  no  advan¬ 
tage  after  the  extrication  of  the  St.  Vith  forces.  It  was  emphasized  by  the.  ■ 
Corps  Commander  that.it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  properly,  the  withdrawal 
of  the  St.- Vith  forces  -by  holding' and  defending,  our  present  positions,. 

A  reconnaissance  was  undertaken  and  at  its  completion  -it  was  quite  clear, 
that  there  was  but  one  reasonably  good  defensive-  position  and  that- there  was  but 
one  reasonably  good- defensive  position  and  that  was  the  Trois-Pcnts — Basso-Bodoux- 
Bra-Manhay  line.  .'  At  the  direction  cf  the  Corps  Commander  a  reconnaissance  was  als-- 
made  cf  a  position  farther  to  the  rear, ‘.generally  along  the  Cheneux-Rahier-Chevron- 
vJerbomont  line.  On  December  22- 1  went  to  -Aanhay  where  I  mpt  General  Rose,  com¬ 
manding  the  Third  Armored  Division.  He'  stated  that  .he'  was  c  eve  ring  *a  concentratioi 
of  other  forces  .and  th^^ais  front  was  sc  extended  that.  bd. could  net  occupy  and 
hold  in  strength  the  tBBin  west  •  cf  Hebronval. 


w5 
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From  my  viewpoint,  it  was  obvious  that  fife  loss  of  Regno -Lte.rueux  ridgo  woull 
rrsu.1  fc  in  the  complete  neutralization  of,  the  defensive  capabilities  of.  the  right  • 
portion  of  .the  division  sector.  This' ridge  dominated  the  entire  road  not  from 
Vie  Is  aim  to  Bra,  This  was  the  only  road  .not  south  of  the  Troi3*-ponts*'-Werbo.Tont 
road*.  In  addition,  all  of  the' division’s  installations  and  divMicn  artillery 
were  locatdd  ip  the  Lierneux-Goronne-Vielsalm  valley.  Accordingly,  'orders  were 
issued  to  the '325th  Glider  Infantry  to  extend  its  right  flank^ard  seise  and  hold 
Kcgne  and  the  ridge  extending  north  therefrom.  -This  ridge  had  to  .tee  held  at  any 
cos  tc  .  ' /,  ", 

•/ 

On  the  afternoon  of' December  22'  an  enemy'  force  of  approximately  100  vehicles  , 
of  all  tyoes  preceded  by  about  25  tanks  advanced  north  through  Ottre.  The  tanks 
entered  Joubieval.  They  were  permitted  to  close  up,  then  brought  under  devastating 
art illary  fire..  Artillery  observers  who  remained  on  the  .outpost  line  on  the  ridge 
immediately  north  of  Ottre  kept  the  column  under  close  observation  and apptrt&oy  of 
effective  artillery  fire  on  it.  This  unit  was  later  identified  as  a  portion  of 
the  2d  SS  Panzer  Division.  At  1700,  December  22,  the  ohtpost  of  the  325  was  forced 
to  withdraw.  The  enemy  build-up  was  increasing  in  intensity  on  our  southern  front. 

-  At  the  direction  of  the  Division  Commander,  the  Division  Engineer  conducted 
a  thorough  study  and  reconnasissance  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  division  sector. 
It  became  clearly  evident  that  the  German  .could  •  not  bring  armor  to  bear  against  - 
the  sector  anywhere  between  Saimchateau  and  the  Fraiture  crossroads  except  by 
bringing  it  up  the  Petito-Langlir  road,  and  if  the  Potite-Langlir  bridge  could  be 
blown  he  would  be  incapable  of  bringing  armor  to  bear  anywhere  within  this  10,000  • 
yard  gap  without  approachingup  the  main  road  towards  Saimchateau,  which  was  well 
covered. 


The  possibility  of  canalizing  his  armored  attack  was  obvious  and  stops  were 
taken  to  take  advantage  of  this.  Early  on  December  22  orders  were  issued  to  the 
Engineer  Battalion  to  move  without  delay  ard  prepare  the  Petite -Langlir  bridge 
for  demolition  and  to  destroy  it  upon  hostile  threat.  Thprough  and  detailed  prep¬ 
arations  were  made,  possibly  too  thorough,  because  as  the’  domolitifcn  party  moved.  / 
south  from  Ottre  it  encountered" a  large  group  of  German  vehicles  coming  northward. 
The  Germans  had  the  bridge.  This  was  at  about  1400  hours.  Evidently  thoroughness 
in  preparation  had  cost  us  the  bridge. 

During  the  night  of  December  22-23  an  engineer  patrol,  lead  by  Major  J«  C.  H. 
Lee,  Jr.,  made  its  way  behind  the  enemy  lines  to  the  bridge  over  the  creak  south 
oi  Potite-Langlir  and  destroyed  the  bridge,  while  it  was  actually  being  used  by 
Gerry  n  vehicles,  •  They. displayed  unusual  gallantry  ard  perseverance  in' the  per-  • 
formanae  of  their  task.  "  ’  ’ 


In  the  following  24  hours  enemy  pressure  built  up  in  intensity  all  along  the 
southern  front.  It  was  easily  handled  south  of  Thier-d u-’/iont .  The  enemy,  however, 
showed  promise  of  getting  entirely  out. of  hand  on  the  right,  apparently  wide  openn 
beyond.  Regne,  .Returning  to  the  left  flank,  the  German,  forces  appeared  to  cut 
off  in  the  vicinity  of  LaGleize  but  were  fighting. a  very  intense  engagement  /  with 
he  30th  Division  on  our  left.  Their  occasional  isolated  efforts  to  cross  tine'  : 
Ambleve  River  - were  easily  dealt  with  by  small  patrols  from  the.  504th  Prcht  Ir'-if* 

. ,  x,1  therefore  ordered  the  release  of  the' Division  reserve  battalion  of  the  325 

Regimental  Commander  of  that  regiment  and  ordered  one  battalion  of  the  504, 

10ni  move  at  once  t0  the  ridge  5,0 00  yards  southwest  of  Lierneux, 

*  f'f  int0  Position  during  daylight  >f  December  23.  On  this  date  the  - 

^  -  my  a.  tacked  in  considerable  strength  and  overran  the  town  of  Regne.  The  32£: 

* °+  Jou^orattack  and  .  retake  the  town.  The  retention  of  this  ridge' was 
v,  +  h  r.  1  ^  ^he.  division,  was  to  accomplish  its  mission  of  extricating  the  St. 

t !TCfS *  Supported  by, attached  armor  and  with  unusual  gallantry  and  elan,  the 
^  altackr4  J'nd  retook  the  town  and  held,  it  until  later  ordered  to  withdraw. 

no'p  Jhis  occasion  that  the  Regimental  Adjutant  of  a  regiment  of  the  2d 

Pn  *  ■ P.J: Lvlsi°n  Yas  ^Ptured  with  the  orders  for  the  advance  of  the  following 
}  h®  f 0n^l.1Slon  incident  to  the  retakirfg  of  the  town  by  the  325,  he  had  been 
5°fward  by hls  Regimental  Commander  to  -  learn  the  true  situation.  During  this 
,«.connaj.ssnnce  he  found  himself-  aboard  a  motorcycle  side'  car  in  the  outskirts  of 
LTt-  v'’he*'1,our  troaPs  were  retaking  the  town.  He  was  captured  with  the 'town  and 

usddef?m°+oefSf°n  h+-  per^°a-  They  Proved  t0  b'  of  great  value,  since  they  gave 
d  finite  information  of  the  enemy’s  intentions  for  the  following  several  days. 
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-It  was  .  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  German  ..w:  s  dsto  ritr  nor'  •  vt  1-- 
,ateju  react)  lerbomont  and  move  north  towards  Aywaille  and  Leigo_.  Colo .•mil  ;'A  • 

irtgslea,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  325th  Glider  Infantry,  was  ordered  to  e-c^;u 
i>d)S •  right  flank  to  include  the  Fraiture  ridge.  No  firm  contact  with  the  3d  Ar¬ 
mored  Division  on  our  right  appeared  possible. 

The  Fraiture  cr-odsroads  began  to  assume  increasing  importance;.  Inquiry  was 
made  on  several  occasions  of  the  Commanding .General  of .XVIII  Corps.  (Airborne)  as 
to  what  was  being  .done  to  insure  its  retention*  On' December  22  I  made  a  personal 
reconnaissance  from  Eevigne  to  Fond  de  la  Justice,  to  Manhay.  Quite  a  number  of 
armored  vehicles  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhay  and  some  were  on  the  ridge  lg 
miles  south  thereof*  The  3d  Armored  Division  CP  was  in. Manhay.  A  conversation 
with  the  Division  Commander  made  it  apparent  that they ■ were  incapable  of  eovrJ  ttihg 
sufficient  strength  to'  the  crossroads  to  guarantee  its  retention  by  our  trv  ps. 

From  my  view  point,  ifs  less  would  mean'  that  German  armor  which  we  had  suc¬ 
cessfully  turned  back  from  Trois-Ponts  to  Regno,  with  the  aid  of  both  terra.'., r.  -rind 
a  very  active  defense,  would  bypass  the  Division  and  occupy  the  Lierneux-Regne 
ridge  mass,  thus  preventing  us  from  accomplishing,  our  present  mission  of  covering 
the  withdrawal  of  the  St.  Vith  troop's.  I  accordingly  ordered  Colonel  Billingslea 
to  again  extend  his  right  fiank  and  to  include  in  his  defensive  organization  the 
cross-roads  southwest  of  Fraiture,  This  he  did  by  sending  Company  F,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Woodruff  to  the  area.  The  situation  all  along  the  southern 
front  was  becoming  critical  ivhen  I  visited  the  battalion  commanders  of  the  325th 
several  times  during  the  period  December  22-24.  On  the  afternoon  of  December  23, 
at  about  1700  hours,  .1  checked  the  dispositions  along  the  Fraiture  ridge.  At  this 
time  riflemen  were  scattered  100  to  200'  yards  apart.  There  was  a  little  antitank 
defense,  and  the  possibility  of  defending  the  ridge  against  a  major  German  attack 
appeared  nothing  less  than  fantastic-.  On  the  other  hand,  nothing  could  be  spared, 
from  the  other  fronts,  since  the  situation  was  much  the  same  in  other  sectors,  1 
■although  the  threat  was  not  as  great.  .The  attacks,  of  the  1st  SS  Panzer  Division 
on  our  left  began  to  want;.  .. 

On  the  afternoon  of  December  23,  at  about  1730  hours,  I  arrived  at  the  CP  of 
Captain  Gibson  in  the. town  of  Fraiture.  It  was  then  under  heavy  mortar  fire.  A 
considerable  volume  of  small  arms  fire  could  be  heard  to  the  south  and  west.  -SCR- 
300  contact  was^made  with  Captain  Woodruff  at  the  crossroads*  He  stated  that  he 
was  under  terrific  attack  which  was  completely  engulfing  his  small  unit.  I  moved 
on  f of t  from  Fraiture  towards  the  crossroads  and  managed  to  reach  the<3dge  of  the 
weeds  several  hundred  yards  beyond'  the  town.. 

It  was  clearly  evident  that  the  attack 'at  the  crossroads  was  an  all-out  af¬ 
fair. cf  great  magnitude.  As  it  developed,  it  was  the  attack  cf  a  regiment  of  the 
2d  SS  Panzer  Division  supported  by  attached  armor,  attacking  with  the  mission  of 
driving  up  the  main  highway  tc  Werbomcnt.'  The  one  company  was  sbon  completely 
overrun.  During  the-  hours  of  darkness,  in  desperate,  close-quarters  fighting. 
Captain  ‘kodruff  managed  to  extricate  about  £.0  men.  They  accontitdd  for  many  Ger¬ 
mans  in  fighting  their  way  out,  and  rejoined  their  battalion  commander  in  the 
vicinity  cf  Fraiture. 

At  this  point  it  was  evident  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  German 
forces'  from  .entering  the  rear  of  the  Division  area,  which  was  now  closely  engaged 
along  its  entire  25,000-yard  front. 

I  meved  to  tho  CP  of  the  reserve  battalion  in  the  region  southwest- cf  Li or  - 
rn-.dx,  arriving  there  at  about  dark.  I.  issue'3  verbal  orders  tc  the  bat  tali  on  c  m- 
rnander,  Major  ".'Jellems,  outlining  the  situation  t  o  him  and -directing  him  to  woe. ire 
the  right  flank  as  far  west  as  Malemprc.  I  them  moved  without  delay  via  Tr.s.  le 
.Cheiling  to  Manhay,  the  CP  of  the  3d  Armored  Division.  Here  :l  found. one  MP  <n 
duty  at  the  crossroads  and  the  town  completely. abandoned.  I-  then  moved  without 
delay  to  Corps  Headquarters  to. 'explain  the  situation  to  them?  and  obtain  further 
assistance  in  holding  the  main  highway  which  was  out  of  my  sector,  but  the  reten¬ 
tion  of  which  was  necessary  tc  the  accomplishment  of  my  mission. 

By  t-lephcne  Colonel  Tucker  was  toldttc  be  prepare :!  t:  move  the  504  Regimental 
Headquarters  and  one  battalion  to  the  vicinity  of  Lansival  where  he  would  take 
over  the  sector  on  the  right  of  the  Division.  Two  TD's  were  moved ' southwest  of 
the  Division  CP  at  Bra  to  give  it  seme  protection  from  the  direction  of  Manhay. 

I  returne .;  to  the  DivisJ|Cji .  CP  at  Bra  at  approximately  2200,^  Upon  my  arrival  there 
I  learned  by  telephone dStn  Corps  that  Manhay  had  fall@4jfi»  the  German  attacking 


forces.  ■  There  seemed  tc-  be  some  doubt  about  this,  however,  and  due  to  the  darkness 
end  confusion  it  was  impossible  to  determine  exactly  where  anyone-  was.  All  units 
were  informed  of. the  situation  and  efforts  made  to  get  .units  under  control  and  have 
the  situation  in  hand  so  as  tc  be  able  tc  engage  the  German  forces,  on  reasonably 
favorable  terms  tit  dayligh£.> 


At  about  daylight  XVIII  Corps  (Airborne),  made  available  t.o  me  CombatitCorrimand 
B'  of  the  9th  Armored  Division  under  the  command  of  General  Logo,  which  had  been; 
withdrawn' 'from  the  St.  Vith  area*  General  Hoge  reported  to  my  CP  at  about  0 700, 

At  about  0545,  December  21,  Colonel  Tucker  was  'ordered  to  leave  the  smallest  . 
possible  force  in  the  northern  sector  and  to  move  south  to  Br&tiyhmotor  without 
delay.  He  had. been  given  a  warning  order  about  24  hours  earlier.  At  0645  the 
505  was  ordered  to  regroup  one' battalion >  the  2d,  and  have  it  prepared  to  move  in 
■Division  reserve  without  delyy,  warning  orders . having  been  given  them  to  prepare 
''for  this  prior  to  this  time,  ,  e 


At  0820 '  verbal  orders  were. issued  to  General  Hoge  to  hold  Malempre  until 
further  orders  to  contact  the  504  oh  his  left  and; the  7th  Armored' on  his.  right. 
The  7th  Armored  had  been .  recommitted  by  SVIII  Corps  (Airborne)  down  the  main 
road  towards'  Manhay,-  Combat  Command  B,  9th  Armored  Division,  and  the  7th  Ar¬ 
mored  Division  were  practically  exhausted  from  the' past  week's  fighting.  THey 
were  very  short  of  infantry,  and  in  the  opinion  of  General  HcgeCCombat  Command 
B  was  incapable  of  a  sustained'  defense  or  offeaeoe  However,  Malempre  had  to 
be  held  and  appropriate  orders  were  issued,.1.  1 


k 
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At  1316  hours  General  Hoge  reported  to  me  that  he  was  holding  Malempre. 

The  situation  in  that  sector,  however,  still  appeared  confused.  This,  was  further 
added  to  by  the  presence  in .the  area  of  German  troops  wearing  American  uniforms 
and  using  American  armor.  It  would  appear  certain  that  the  Germans  were  fighting 
in  Manhay,  that  they  held  the  ridge,  south  and  east  of  Manhay,  that  wehbMd  /  v 

Malempre  and  that  we  held  Fr ait are  .  Between  Malempre  and  Fraiture  the  2d  Battal¬ 
ion  of  the  504th Parachute  Infantry  was  fighting  in  the  woods.  *  This,  battalion 
a. veteran,,  experienced  outfit,  had  as  clear  a  picture  as  dould  be  expected  of  the 
situation.  Numerous  Germans  were • endeavoring  to  attack  through  the  woods  to  the 
northeast  between  Malempre  and  Fraiture,  There  was  much  close,  bitter  fighting 
and'the  Germans  we  re  very  roughly  handled  by  Major , ''fell  era’s  battalion.  He  finally 
succeeded  in  establizing  his  position  and  containing'  the  Germans,  although  his 
frontage  was  very  great,  particularly  for  the  wooded  .sector  in  which  he  was  fight-  ■ 
ing.  -  The  Germans  were  well  equipped  and  armed  and  were  fighting  with' unusual ' 
spirit.  They  were  from  the  2d"  SS  Panzer  Division.  -A 


During  the  day  of  December  24  Colonel  Tucker  brought  up  his  full  regiment' 
less  .one  battalion  which'. he  had.  left  at  .Cheneux  to  contain  the.  forces  north  of  *=  £ 
the  river  *  That  battalion  .was  charged' with  holding  the  ’  .Amblove  River  line  from  * 

immediately,  north  of  Trois-Ponts  to  where  contact  waa  Established  with  the  30th  ■§  £ 
Division  in  .the  vicinity  of  La  Gloize,  a  frontage/ of  A  approximately  12,000  —  S- 

15,000  yards,  much  of  it  closely  wooded  country  and  broken  up  terrain,.  However,  I  £ 
since  the  situation  was  so  critical  on  tho  right,  and  the  German  attack 'had  an-  q' 
parent ly  been  beaten  off  on  the  left,  no  other  course  of  action  appeared  practi-  jg 
cable  at  the. moment.  The. 505.  appeared 'to  have  all -it  could  do  to  continue  to 
....  hold  the  Trois-Aont-s  —  Grand  Halleux  line  and  the  508  was  becoming  heavily  en— 
on  toe  Vielsalm— Salmchateau— Joubieval  line. 


In^  accordance  with  the  warning  order  given  me  by  the  Corps  Commander,  sim¬ 
ilar  warning  orders  were. given  to  unit  commanders  to  be  prepared  to  withdraw  if 
.  - -,/iecessary  to  the  Trois-Ponts,-  Erria-Manhay  line,.  Early  on  December  24,  Therefc  re 
t  .ay  were  directse  to  make 'small  unit  reconnaissance  of  the  defensive  positions 
an"  were  .allotted  and  missions  , assigned,  A  conference  was  held  at  Head- 

quarters  XVIII  Borps  (Airborne)  at  about  1330  hours,  December  24th,  at  which  time 
jruers  were  issued  for  the  voluntary  withdrawal  to  the  Corps  defensive  position. 

^  iv i-s ion  plans  were  completed  and  orders  issued  .fluring  the  afternoon  to  effect 
the  withdremal  starting  after  darkness.' 


^  was  iir''atly  concerned  with  the  attitude  of  the  troops  toward  the  .with—  - 
k  ar.av/al ,  the  Division  having  never  ma  ;e  a  withdrawal  in. its  combat  history.  The 
jfrm---n  was  using  every  artifice  conceivable  ...to "create  doubt  an,d  confusion  in  the' 
m..n ...s  of  .imerican  fighting  urLa.ts.  He  was  using  our  arms,  equipment  and  vehicles, 
frequently  leaving  their  own  abandoned' and  disabled  at  bottlenecks  ch  the  ro.eds. 
r else .messages  were  being  used- -and  Germans  in  American  officers’  uniforms  were  ' 
known  to  be,  in  the  rear  areas,"  One  trooper,  who  later  was  recaptured,  was  cap¬ 
tured  by  Germans  in  American  uniforms  '  in  the  vicinity  of  T-ri  le  Chesl-ing. 


ALT  of  fchfes,9  factors  maiG  the  prospects  of  a  withara 
tho-itthl  published  &:/ii«moi:*an4u.n  to  be  repd  tit  ohi 
gees  in  the  operation  with  which  we  were  confronted. 


roc  oj 
and  I 


ing  until  after  midnight  visiting  the  troops  of  all  battalions. 

In  all  of  the:  operations  in  which  we.-haveoparticipated  in  our  two  years  of  . 
combat  and  they  have  been  many  of  multitudinous  tyres,  I  have  never  seen  a  better 
JSXpSuted  opeation  than  the  withdrawal  on  Christmas  Eve.  The  troops  willingly 
and  promptly  carried  into  execution  all  the  withdrawal  plans,  although  they  openly 
and  frankly  criticized  it  and  failed  to  understand  the  necessity  for  it.  But 
everybody  pitched  in  and  the  withdrawal  went  smoothly. 


Christmas  Eve  was  a  very  cold,  bright  moonlight  night.  .The  .enemy  was  closely 
engaged  with  us  on  the  entire  front  from  Trcis-Pbnts  tc  Malempre,  but  there  was 
in  no  cocality  any  feeling- of  unusual  pressure  being  exerted  against  us.  /ill  unit 
Commanders,  down  tc  Platoon  Leaders  I  believe,  felt  that  they  had  the  situation 
well  under  contr  1.  '  The  rear  area,  exept  for  some  medium  artillery  which  had 
been  abandoned' in  fields  off  the  main  roads,  was  completely  cleared  of  the  St. 

Vith  pocket  forces.. 


The  withdrawal  started  shortly  after  dark.  Covering  shells  ’were  tc  be  with¬ 
drawn  at  four  A.M.  The -307  Abn  .Engr  Bn  suopprted  the  vdthdrawal  by  blowing 
bridges  cve.r  the  S aim  River,  laying  minefields  and  the  establishing  roadblocks.  Th 
worked  very  well  on  the  right  with  the  50A  and  the  325.  The  508  was  attacked  in 
great  force  and  had  some  close  and  intense  fighting  at  the  bridges -over  the  Salnf 
River  before  it  finally  withdraw.  Its  shell  on  Thier-du-Mont  was.' apparently  cut 
.off,  .but  finally  made  its  way  bakk  under  the' command  of  Major  Ta'ALcr  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man.  All  the  troops,  exept  for  the  shell,  were  in  the  valley 
in  the  vicinity  of  Gorronne  where  I  saw  them  about  2'00  hours,  and  everything  was  ■ 
going  smoothly. 

At  about  2300  hours  I  passed  through  St,  Jadques  on  the  way  to  the  505th  Prch 
Inf  Command  lost,  which  was  at  Dairoment.  At  St. ■' Jacques  I  met  a  platoon  in  a 
deployed  formation  moving  nqrt-h,  They  said  they  believed' that  there' was  a  large 
force  of  Germans-  in  the  area  and  that  they  were  looking  for  them.  I  went  to  the 
regimental  CP,.  Here  an  unusual  situation  was  becoming  apparent.  Earlier  in  the 
night  a  report,  was  received  from  vehicle -drivers  that  while  driving  their  jeeps 
bn  a  road  in  the  vicinity  of  Basse-Bodeux  they  observed  troops  wearing  full  field 
equipment  walking  in  the  woods  towards  the  east.  These  troops  hit  the  ground  and  ’ 
■took  cover,  generally  acting  very  evasive.  Later,  in  the  -night  a  lineman,  aheck-  • 
ing  his  lines,  had  his  jeep  shot  up  by  what  he  guessed  were  German  troops  in  the 
rear  area.  This  accounted  for  the  platoon  that  I  had  met  at  St.  Jacques  being 
on  its  mission  of  clearing.  Germans  from  the  rear  area. 

■  I  talked  to  the  regimental  commander  about  the  situation  and  he-  believed  that" 
at- this ■ time  a  force- of  approximately  500.  Germans  were '  somewhere  in  the  regimental 
rear  area  moving  to  the  east.  Their  presence  could' hardly  be  accounted  for  uhless 
they  had  escaped  from  the  La  Gieiz e-St cum ont  -pocked.  At  first  we  did  not  believe 
that  their  were  German  troops  in  the -area,  but .piecing  together  all  available1 
intelligence  seemed  to. -establish  the  fact  unmistakable.  At  this  time  the  regiment 
was  under  .some  pressure  along' the  river  line  and  had  left  a  company  'in  three  ; 
platoon  positions  at  the  most  likely  crossing  sites  as  a.  shell  to  cover  the  with¬ 
drawal  would  continue  as  planned;  that  by  daylight  the  505  would  be  on  its  defen--,  - 
.sive' position  with  the  area  to  its  front  wired . and  mined,  and  that  it'  would  be  * 
prepared  to  defend  that  position  at  all  cc-sts. in  coordination  with  the  units  on 
its  right  and  left.  This  made  it  impractical  for  the  regimental  commander  to 
divert  any  of  his  forces. to  a  task  of  searching  for  the  Germans,  Orders  were  -  , 
issued  to  proceed  to  new  positions  as  previously,  planned  and  to  be  on  the  alret 
-for  loose  German  forces..  ,  ' 


Several  hours  before  daylight  one  niatoon" positioned-  north'  of  Grand  Halleux 
w;:.,’  attacked  by  a  German  force,  of  great  strength.  A  heavy  fight  ensued.  A  number 
of  Germans  were  killed  and  wounded,  as  well  as  troopers  of  the  Division,  Among 
those  captured  was  an  American  major  of  the  U.S.  30th  Infantry  Division.  He  had 
been  captured  in  earlier  fighting  at  La  Gleize  and  the  force  that-  was  accompanying 
him  when  captured  was  a  force  of  aoproximately  500-800  Germans  endeavoring  to 
withdraw  to  their  own  lines  east,  of  the  Salm  Fiver.  During  their*  withdrawal  they 
were  rather  well  chowed  up  but  they  nevertheless  succeeded  in  reaching  their  lines 

exept.  for  several  -kxl7|ad  and  captured.  On  December  25tb=vwe  realized  that  we  had 
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.just  succeeded  in  withdrawing  through  a  hostile  withdrawing  force,  which  was  a 
rather  novel  maneuver.  .  •. 

At  daylight,  December  25th,  all  regiments  were"  on  their  positions,  mining  and 
wiring  were  under  way  and  all  troops  were  dig  in.  Communications  were  being  laid 
under  great  difficulty  because  of  the  mountainous  terrainy  particularly  in  the 
504  and  508  sectors.  At  daylight  I  joined  Major  Gerard,  commanding  a  battalion 
of  the  325,  in  the  town  of  Tri  le  Chesling  on  our  right  flank.  Its  occupation, 
in  which  contact  was  established  with  infantry. of  the  7th  Armored  Division  on  our 
right,  finally  buttoned  up  our  defense.  Contact  was  Already  established  with 
the  30th  Division  on  our  left. 

About  two  days  after  occupying  this  position  an  attack  was,  made  by  the  62d 
Vokks-Grenadier  Division  on  our  left  and  the  9th  SS  Panzer  Division  on  cur  center. 
The  62d  V.  G.  division  in  all  of  its  operations  proved  to  be  of  very  poor  quality 
and  not  well  trained.  They  consistently  lost  patrols  by  having  them  'destroyed 
by  our  outposts  and  they  appeared. to  be,  very  vlunerable  to  .our  own  patrols. 

The  9th  SS  Panzer  Division  appeared  to  be  much  better  equipped  and  better 
trained. >  They  launched  an  attack  up  -the  main  axis  from  Lierneux  to  Heblemont, 
hitting  the  50S  and  504  in'  a  coordinated  effort  that  was  characterized  by  great 
dash  anch  courage.  The  3d 'Battalion  of  the  5O8  was  completely  overrun.  The  men 
remained,  however j  manning  their  positions  in  the  housessand  foxholes.  The  bat¬ 
talion  commander^  Lt  Colonel  Mendex,  obtained  the  use  of  the  redeye  company  of 
the  2d  Battalion  of  the  50^  on  his  left,  counter-attacked  with  great  gallantry 
and  determination y  and  droVe, the  9th  SS  Panzer  from  his  positions*  restoring 
his  MLRi  The  Stofrn  Troopers*  losses  were  extremely  heavy.  From  one  field  alone 
62  bodies  were  later  removed. 

On  interrogation-  seme  of  the  Storm  Troopers  stated  that  they  had  been  aceus-i 
tomed  to  attacking  with  such  dash  and  elan,  yelling  and  firing  their  weapons,  and 
the  usual ' readtion  of  the  enemy  was  to  break  and  run  as  the  Storm  Troopers  closed 
with  them.  They  were  frankly  surprised  tc  find  troops  who  would  man  their  posi¬ 
tions  after  being  overrun.  The  unit  of  the  9th  SS  attacking  the  504  after  over¬ 
running  the  outpost  of  the  2d  Battilion  of  that  regiment,  were  stopped  and 'driven 
'back.  They  told  an  identical  story  of . their  attack  technique. 

This  ended  all  offensive  efforts  of  the  German  forces  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Bulge.  About  a  week  later  the  division  attacked,  completely  overrunMng  the', 62d 
V.  G,  Division  and  the  9th  SS  Panzer  .Division,  and  capturing  2,500,.  prisoners, 
including  5  battalion  commanders.  It  regained  its  former  position  on  the  Thier- 
du-mpnt  heights,  s 

From  here  the  Division  withdrew  to  a  rest  area  from  which  it  was  later  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  attack  east  of  St.  Vith,  attacking  through  deep  snow  over  thickly 
wooded  mountains  and  overrunning  a  considerable  group  of  German  defensive . forces 
in  a  constant  day  and  night,  attack  lasting  for  six  days.  Ultimately  they  drove 
into  the  Siegfried  Line  to  seize  Udenbreth  and  the  ridge  extending  south. 

This  attack  was  the  most  arduous  in  the . Division 's  history  and,  at  its  and, 
probably  the  most  betterly  fought,  but  the  Division  once  again  entered  Germany  and 
the  seizure  of  Udenbreth  placed  the  First  U.  S.  Army  in  a  position  to  attack  down 
fidge  lines  all  the  way  to  Benn, 

From  here  the  Division  moved  to  the  Hurt gen  sector  where,  as  a  member  of 
XVI II  Corps  (Airborne)  and  later  III  Corps,  it.  participated  in  the  -advance  tc  the 
Roer  Ritfer,/  Bxept  for  extensive  minefields,  extremely  difficult  road  conditions 
and  hostile  artillery  fire,  the  opeaation  was  not  too  difficult.  The  Division 
arrived  on  the  Roer  River  and. had  completed  detailed  plans  for  a  river,  dressing 
and  the  seizure  of  Mideggen  east  of  the  river  when  it  was  withdrawn  on  February 
17th  and  returned  to  the  Sissnnnc— Suippes,  France,,  aroa. 


SECTION.  Ill  -  CHRONOLOGY- 

1.  AFTER-ACTION  REPORT  FOR  DECEMBER  1944 

2.  AFTER-ACTION  REPORT  FOR  JANUARY-  1945 
.  AFTER-ACTION  REPORT  FOR  FEERUARY  1945 
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NARRATIVE  •^T;' 
17  DECEMBER'  1944 '  ; 


Otf*'  V  "<f>f  “ 


A,  .;-The  Pi  vis  Ion  ^engage  d  in  norm&l  training ’a:c\lYiti§g;  nsarjRHEJMS^v-FR^SSE,  was 
alerisC  at.!  19'S0^|>ut,i3  to  move  into  .combat  •  the  following  dayr-^ft  ei^P  - - 


movement  order  was  received  directing  the  Division  °to  move  by  motor  at  180900  from 
,  J>base  camps  andito-concentrate  in'theviclnity  of  BASTOGNE ,  BELGIUM ,  where  further 
15'instructions  Wouldibe  forth-coming.*  From  general:  information' available'; then, 
the  re ‘-appeared  torbe  a-  serious  GERMAN  penetration  ih  the  VfllvCorgSJ'Sfihter. 

i  - 

18  DECEMBER:  1944 

9;*  T&feliDiviSloh* s  leading;  serials  left  the  base  camps  at  SISSONNE  and  3UIFF5S* 

I >- FRANCE,  ^ath090Q:  hoiirs.  : Combat  L team  component  march;  unitsj.met  at'.SED^ap^jpro- 
i  cedef!$®»2SPa^  BELGIUM ,  the head  of  the  Diyisipm  column 

;.was,ldirec.tga  tOi  prOfeeed  to  WERBOMONT.  Higher  Headquarters  had  then  decided  that 
:;;-the-DiMsidftkfoi&uld  hold  the  North  flank  of  the  penetration  .and -the  101st, .Airborne 
-*Pivlffloh, .  the  Iput-h  flank  at  BASTOGNE*  Roads  were  clogged  withivehicles  and 
;  refugees^  The^loCatlon'of^he  German  advance  break-through  elements  were  urcer- 
-itaih#  ;.A;..scraan±ng  forcepfrom  the  119th  Infantry  was  deployed  in  the  vicinity  of 
^HABfcEiONT..'. to- 'Cover,  th§  assembly  of  ,  ther Pair ion.  The  iOadinj.  serial  arrived  at 
J'JERBOMONT  at  1730  hours*  •  defensive  postiions  were,  organized  without  delay,  by 
each.  uni4;tuponoitSi .arrival*  ' rSeehrity  and;  reconnaissance  measures  were,  established 
at  onpe*  •  -’A  H:  ~  .  ...  y,  y 


v  U*; 
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19 . DECEMBER  1944; 

■Pff pi.-  j- 


Itjiug-  The.  Division  g  Ipse  the  WERBOMQNTqarea  by  1000  hours*  -  Defensive  positions 

were  improveS’^rS^^Bl^eliS  - .  ivt>  v:;  :  ~n  .‘fit  wjf- ■  r-  ;  /a 

mi'C -•  -  325  G^^der  ;inf antry  -  Toe  3d  Eattalion  established  road  blocks  in  the  vicinity 
jJof):BAEV/iUX..-F,!*F’h:CompanytJOlccupied  CRariyfMBNIIi fnxd» Ma^HAY*  .v../** 

if  •  -  504thfcjW'^chUtetigfsniryt>..0ecuDied-RAHI3ERo  and  relieyedn.elam.ents^  of ;  the  119th 
-Infantry  in  its  sgcJoriK*  >x#p  ••••  ■  ?<»-  • 

•  506th;  f  arochute  Infantry-  Occupied  BASSE  BO  DEUX  and  relieved,  elements;  of'  the 
oil;9t-h  Inf antiy:  in  its  sect.pr'.ffy,;  ;  r  ■ 

’~'5GBTHTF^a'chut e  Infantry .  -rgHfr'CamDahv  occupied  crossroad  just  North  of  FLORET, 
;■  w*  ■:  j  Tf[ '  ■*  .*  1  ■. 

ID-,.  ;  "K  •  •  '  oj.  2G.  DECEMBER  1944  ■ .  •  •  , 

.  1,  r*  - '  •  .  .  ‘V<-V';V  ~  ■  ‘  .  , 


325th  Glider  ^-Infantry  -  The  1st  Battalion  occupied  a  defensive  position 
in  the  vicinity  of  BRA*  The  3rdf^jj^^s^Ton'' was r relieved  in  the  BARVAUX  area 
by  elements  of  the  3rd  Armored  Division.  The  2nd  Battalion,  iess  ,!F"  Company,, 
in  Divi sioE4Restef;ye* , ,  ."F*1  'Company 'jgpatinued  to  occupy  GRANDMENIL  and  MANHAY* 
50^ni’J¥^faiMS4el:S3^nSry-  -  Tfee'  lst  - Battalion  (di@^S  "A.”  Company)  attacked 
CHENEUX'at  1400*1  ‘ ;  M  heayy  eh  gagement  ■  -  sens  ue  dp  sty,  phr-  a  bat  t  al  i  on  of  the  1st  3S 
Panzer  Divi  si  onrSSi)  -tanks,’  f  lak,wagong  ,fjand^aribiliL.ery.;  "A”  Company 

took  positions:  -lny the-.. ^ ic in i t y  of  BRUME. 

'  SOS.tk'fteraehMe^Inf&xgtff  ^pushed-  out 'to  t  hp.->  iSAI¥;  ■  B  iv  e  r, ,  slop  g  the  line 
TROIS.  PONTS  €QUimmom$&mM  of.  G^AND  ^  r$i4^pk>)@  iements  ,pf 

tjie.  51st  Go8ftfelbhEEfgi.fe&ersia3^^5"IS*POjiP.S.:  •  bn®tft3n^fly*'hef49  tfe®* 

SPURT,*..  One  ^Mt;o'^h  4%0!s!SfeH  ; as'ivos»&!afea2••  af®S8kr®0N3!!S*  ,s#i:Pt^.er  platoon. 

crosse d''*6t’yL‘A5? TOUR,  w*  fj*  &Q  ♦  j«aa  gwZmK*  ■ 

th  Par^hMbe  Infaii;trsfe''A  movin  gs  t  ^  fsasjtr  mot  op„J>g  _  the 


vicinjty.  o?>WBI8NM&  -  jAf  gifts iji^r'  (jesa  *v* 


cj 


\ 


xv Ck\]  sa  pvfTfp  >79  Blrf.'JH* 
•  -sroi.-  **• 


;UJ.)  A  I'  V  ■' ' 

aroacq  |c  firs  %s>tt turns*  as.  TlEB-lEi&r 


.Division  completely  occupied  line  TROIS  PONTS  -  SALMCHATEAU  -  HEBRONVAL 
'.  and  made  contact  with  7th  Armored  106th  Infantry  Division,  28th 

'Infantry  Division  4112th  Infantry!,  and  CCB,  9th  Armored . Division* 


r  -■ 


;  \T*7'zt&r  f:, Tsrp  r ■  ,j.±‘ '  $ry  \yt ijujx  ■  * 

«*<*■»•  A*  i>  -kjomu  :.m&£T*  10* f»-  iu$*rf*a  D^r^oi 
.. j  :■' j o1. •■  Gjjpji ;  uronbyro  ’  -pa-?  XiX-li  KS’ir?  -  r;f , ' -• 

525th  Gilder  Infantry  «#  Closed  in  the  afea  Southwest  of  LIEHNEUX  and 


oocupf e d  sec t or S  ARlT *  HEBRONVAL#  ^SilpIii^WPh'jSSipany  ®FW  occupied  REGNE. 
Patrols  advanced  as  far  South  as  BIHAIN* 

4th  >£araflhute*thfantry  -  1st  3attalion,  (less  "A*  Company),  had  cleared 


CHEMEUSJ.fcy  'inidSmeming  cdptuMiij  14flaic  ‘-wagons,  6  :halfwtpackss ,  4  trucks*  4 
106«Sft®0wit2ers,  and  one  Mark  Vlo-.;3rd  Battalion,  less  nG^  Company,  attacked 
and  captured  MONCE^U  againsti  St’r'oHf? :  enemy  reslstenoe  and  assisted.  1st  .Bat¬ 
talion  by  swinging  North  k^f  •  CHENEU3*  i<The  '1st  :  Battalion,  plus  "G" ..Company# 
consolidated  positions  in.'CHENMI?  and  , then.;  with  the.  3rd  Battalion  attacked  and 
drove  the  enemy  didfoss  the  K'JaiBLE'VE  River  .and-  established  -positions  on  the 
gouth  bank  of  fchd  'River,  a  ;;v 

505th  Parachute 'Infantry-  4:  Twff  'Companl es  Of  'the  2d -Battalion  crossed  the 
SAIM ; Wvsr  fai~' TRftlS  PONTS  'and  established1  a  bridgehead .y  .u  < n  . 

5 Q8th*l^aricSu Ve  Infantry  *  Closed  in  its  area  Southe&sl^  of  GORQJ4ME  and 
occupied  sedtctf  V!EI3AlMS^.‘GR.:J^P  SART*  fi-er  •:  c  -  ; p  ?vq  : 

.  Tcjrwr 

28  BECBjBBR  -1944  ■-  <  ■ 

r-c^tr  .m '  - 

Troops  of  the  7th  Armored:  Division,  the  '106th  Infantry -Division,  the 
28th  Infantry  Division,'  and' GCB  of  sCE^^EB^Snored  Division  began  to  withdraw 
through  the  Division* s  .linesp  .j 

3£5th ' ‘ 2d  Batt.alioh  ;o6cupied  FR.ITURE.  "F"  Company, 
oc cupied  the  smdih'  crossroad  Southeast  of  MANHAY  and  contacted  3d  Armored 
Division^  v- F^v^' !«BS^y T\SHlcs  and  tv^o  engmy  patrols  were  repelled  in  the  vicinity 
of  JOUBtEY^h;;  by ^mytillegy,  1^5  enemy  vehicles,  .including  armor,  were  reported 
in  OTTi^f’if^pj^r]i(i'ly  ;',&rtiIIery'  fir©dcoh  ;tOwn*  Two  enemy  infantry  attempts .  to 
form  up ■ for ^atta&kowere  both  stoppedb'by?i5Sfcm  fire.  OTTRE  was  a  mass  of 
smoulder’ing^fSIasf^  *  ‘  f  borr 

5(?4th  'Parachute  Infantry  -  The  2d  Battalion  relieved'  the  1st  Battalion. 
Contact. with  119th  Infantry  was  established*  * 

505th  Parachute  |hfahtry  -  2nd  Battalion  bridgehead  across  the  SAIM 
iriver  at  TROIS  PONTS  Was  attacked  by  a  Battalion  of  the  1st  SS  Panzer  Division, 
supported- by  armor  and  artillery.  2nd  Battalion  forces  were  withdrawn  end 
the  bridge  was  blown#  Two  enemy  squads  infiltrated  into  TROIS  FONTS  but  were 
driven,  back  a«S>os®2the  SAIM  -Rivers  :  3rd  Battalion  repulsed  an  enemy  platoon 
attempt  to  ct*>$g  rljhjs  SAIM  River  at  'Lr.  TOUR  and  another  two  platoon  effort  in 
the  "G"  Company ^Sdfetor.  1st  and  3rd  Battalion  bridgeheads  atGRAND-  HALLEUX 
and  LA  NEUVlLBE' were  established. 

508th  Pdrachute  Infantry  -  Organized- defensive  positions  from  VIELSALM 
■to  SAIM  CHATEAU"  to  r GRAND  SiJclT.  The  ,  lst’*Battalion  was  placed  in  Division 
Reserve. -  Patrols  reported  German  columnsr moving  in  a  steady  stream  through 
PETITE TANGLIER  towards  OTTRE.  •  •  ■  '  • 

'  507th  Airborne  Engine $r  Battalion  -  Blew  the  bridge  at  ROCHELINVAL#  An' 

officer  patrol  dispatched* to  PETITE  LMGLIR  blew  a  vital, bridge  over  the 'RONCE 
stream  which  was>b®tng  used~by  the  enemy#-  *  •  -• '  :  • 


23.  DE 


1944 


Troops  and  vehicles  of  the  7th  Armored fBfVtslon,  the  106th -inf antry  r 
Division,  the  28th  Infantry  Divi'Siefl,-  and  CCB  of  the  9th  Armored  Division  '  * 
continued  to  withdraw  through  Division  ET-lP’.-j . 

i  k  '  -  v  .a:  '  •  ■ 

325th  Glider  Infantry  -  The  2d  B^ttali®®' drove  back  setdral  enemy  probing 
attacks.  A  Composite  force  consisting  Company ,  ..325th  Glider  Infantry, 

and  tanks  of  the  3d  Armored  Divisica-Kas.  attacked  .by  a  strong  enemy  force  at* 
the^main  crossroad  .Southeast  of  KI-EJ.  Two  platoons  of  the  509th  Parachute- 
Ynfantry  Batt^^qp  joined  the  composite,  force-*  At  1630  hours,  after  a, very- 
mofta®  and  artillery  preparation,  an  estimated  infantry  battalion 

with  tanks  of  tie  2d  SS  Panzer  Division  attacked.' 

>  ' 


*■’2  m 


SECRET 


SS  Panzer  Division  attached.  Enemy  tenics  shelled  the  crossroad  with  deadly 
effect.  Enemy  infantry  and  armor  overran  the  defenders,  '■%'*  Company  was  forced 
:  withdraw,  1st  Battalion  lor.t  and  reestablished  an  outpost  in  JOOFIEv  AI I'd- 

iutto'iion  captured  an  enemy  document  in  OFTnE  that  coutoi.ica  plans  for  the 
•  t  r-h  to  1IEG3'. 

501th  Parachute  Iufw.-try  -  The  2-i  B-ttalioa;  releived  by  the  1st  Ea*tal?.o  u 
rr.o’/ed  "into'-Josition  as  Division  Resd'hv# in  the  vicinity  of  LIERN.IUX  and  -later 
moved  Southwest  of  MAIEMPRE.  to  .iwr.t  an  „nomy  :  threat.  The  1  ,ts  Butt..lior. 
look  over  the  sectors  of  the  2d  Battalion,  504th  Furachuta  Infantry  and  the 
'id  Battalion,  505th  Parachute  Infantry. 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Regiment-  continued  to  defend  SAIM  RIVER;  line 
..gainst  determined,  well  supported  attachs  of  the  German  1st  SS  Penzer  Division# 
Except  for  patrols,  all  elements  of  the  Regiment  were  located  on  the  West 
bank  of  the  river.  '  ' 

508th  Parachute  Infantry Repulsed  an  enemy  attack  directed  towards 
,  SAIMCHATEA.U  from  the  STE  MURE  -  PR0VEDR0UX  area.,  Eiiamy  ,-rq.rqes-  -  eru  (wUwt«* . 
ns  a  Battalion  of  infantry  imported  by  -Mark  III  tanks.  The  t.nres  uriugo*. 
at  SAIMCHATSAU  and  the  ra.il  roa*  'or^w  ut.  VIELSALM  fero  blown.  The.  1st 
Battalion  revtrr  ocu  to  Regiiiwutal  control.  Tuo  ora  Battalion,  112th  If! ‘- -iu.ry  .  T. 

,  a1.  .V  rt  t>  i  ’  ^  *  1  "  .  .  ' 

O  O  il  U<i<  v  a  1  ,  '• 

5C7th  airborne  Engineer  Battalion  -  Ex^cuton  acndlitlon  of  stone  culvert  . 

1^  miles  .South  of  SALKOHATSAU  niter  the  loot  vdaicle  of  the  7th  Armored 
Division Jiad-jpassed. 

14th  Tar^k-; Battalion  of  COB.  3th  Armored  Division  -  Attached  to  Division*. 
Company '’^ydstablished  a  road  block  at  the'.  MANHAY  crossroads .  . 

*  '  24  DECEMBER ' |  -■-  ^ 

Thb  l-st  elements  of  tiie  7th  armored  Division  Were  withdrawn  through  Division, 
linos.  Division  v.aS  ordered  by  XV 111  Corps  (A/B)  to  withdraw  under  cover  of 
darkness  to  a  defense  line  extending  from  TR03S  PON'TS  -  BASSE  BODEnX  -  BERGIFAZ 
TRI  -  vLE.__. ,  CHESLInNG, ,  R.ugi'i.wuto.  .;or„irca  to  delay  enemy  until  0400  Decmeber 

25  with  a  covering  shelly 

325th  .Glider  Iufnatn  -  '«u 4 Britts I ion  A*th  strong  enemy  pressure  on  both 
flanks  withdraw  from  FRAITURE  and  took  up  a  position  in  B0IS  N0UBY  after 
a-illiuc-  At'.. least  50- enemy  and  routing  the  remainder.  One  platoon,  holding 
HEGNE,  wa»  yVcrruu  by  on cny  infantry  and  armor,  "B'f  Goaeauy  'oupportc*,  by 
n  tank  company  of  the  14th  Tank  Baitalion,.'fecaptured  the  town  arid  ejected  • 
the  enemy.  , 

504th  Parachute  Infantry  -  The  3i  Battalion.  Idas  ”G"  Company ,  ■■iubvvd  into . 
position . Swuthwost  of  LIERMEUX  ana  tnere  repulsed 'a "strong  enemy  attack. 

5C5th  Parachute  Iarnntr:* -Too  •  2a :  B«  ttnli'C/A  moved  North,  to  intercept  an  - 
enemy  force  estimated  at  SCO  enemy  reported  to  be  attempting  a  crossing  of 
the  SUM  RIVER  woweii-u  tub  E  ;st,,  "I"  Company .As  attached 'by  'an  .estimated 
enemy  "company  who  were  .trying  to'  withdraw;  across -the-,  river.  Most  of’ 'the 
enemy  was  destroyed,  initiated  withdrawal  as  per  plan.  <  •  :  ... 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  -  'The--'  rilrnway'.  brxu*.u  at  VIELSnLM  r.  s.  blown  *  Tun 
covering  shell  was  attacked  by  an  enemy  battalion,  strongly  supported  by 
artillery  arid  mortar,  fire. ■ 

307th  -Airborne  Engineer  Battalion'-  -r*  Upon  receipt:  of  the  withdrawal- 'order 
prepared  extensive -‘obstacles,  on  the  'defense  line >  mined  -approaches,  and 
prepared  •bridges  and  pulverts:  on-,  the' withdrawal  ^routes- for  demolitions, 

14thhiw.,u  5a t tal iqn_-  "C"  C^p.-.u*  rnioivod  aV'the-.'MANHAY  road  block  • 
by  elemeri^suof  dT'th 'Arinored.  Davi-sion,  Trie  nnb,-y ‘.'attacked  :i-n  force  and  . 
captrires  iiit&nY.  ,  ^ ";u •< ,  ,r. 

.  '.  -  d-  •  *•  ’  ■  ; 

.  n5  DECEMBER  I  dd-d  -  v 

.-.nil, units'-  successfully  broke  contact  with  the  enemy  ahdr  withdrew  to  the 
-ow  defense  line  f  ;t ,  ■  . '. 


3  - 


325th  Glider  Infantry  -  The  1st  Battalion  filled  the  gap  between,  the 
504th  Parachute  Infantry  and  the  7th  Armored  Division  by  occupying  TRIIE- 
CHESLIANG  and  VAUX  CHAVANNE.  At  2200  hours  an  enemy  infantry  attack  was 
repulsed  *  The2d  Battalion  as  Division  Reserve  and  the  3d  Battalion  as 
Regimental  Reserve  occupied  positions  near  AU  HFTRE. 

504th  Parachute  Infantry  -  The  2d  and  3d  Battalions  occupied  now 
positions  along  the  line  BERGIFAZ -BRA  -VAUX-CHAVANNE .  The  1st  Battalion,; 
in  Regimental  Reserve,  vicinity  BRA. 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  -  The  2d  and  3d  Battalions,  occupied  new  de¬ 
fensive  positions  between  TROIS  POWTS  AND  PASSE  BODEUX.  The  1st  Battalion 
occupied  a  position  300Q  yards  North  of  BASSE  BQDFUX  as  Regimental  Reserve.' 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  -, Occupied  new  defensive  positions  along  line 
HAUTE  BODEUX  -  BERGIFAZ  with  all  battalions  on  MIR.  The  3d  Battalion,  112th 
Infantry  was  relieved,  of  attachment  to  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry. 

307th  Engineer  Battalion  -  Laid  minefields,  constructed  abatis, 
and  blew  bridges  to  form  a  barrier  along  the  Division  front. 

Company  "B",  86th  Chemical  Battalion,  Company  nA",  703rd  TD  Battalion 
and  551st  Parachute  Infantry  Battalion  were  attached  to  the  Division. 

Company  "C",  563rd  AAA  AW  Battalion  was  relieved  of  attachment  to  the  "  . 
Division. 

26  D  -ECEMBFR  1944  ‘  ,  •  • 

325th  Glider  Infantry  -  At  063©  hour  one  battalion  of  the  2d  SS  Panzer 
Division  attacked-  and  succeeded  in  over-running  a  portion  of  the  sec, tor. 
Company  "B"  and  Comppny  "C”  promptly  counterattacked  arid  restored  all  positior 
inflicting  heavy  casualties  on  the  enemy.  The  1st  Battalion  was  relieved  ty 
the  23rd  Armored  Infantry  Batt  lion,  7th  Armored  division,'  and  moved  to  an 
area  Northeast  of  THE-LE-CHFS LIANG.  - ' 

504th  Parachute  Infantry  -  The  gd  Battalion  broke  up  two  enemy  attacks 
launched  "fey  the  9th  SS  Panzer  Division  from  the-  vicinity  of  FLORET. 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  «  Patrolled?  aggressively.  Sector  was 
generally  quitt,  .  .  ■  ,,  ,  v ■  •  ' 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  -  2d  Battalion  repulsed  gttaek  near  Road 
Junction  West  of  REHARMONT  by  an, estimated  two  companies  of  infantry 
supported  "by  fonr  half-tracks.,  3d  battalioij  outposts  repulsed  attack  by 
enemy  infantry. 

*  27  DECEMBER  1944 

325TH  Glider  Infantry  -  The  2d  Batt- lion,  Division  reserve,  moved  to  a 
position  approximately  1,000  yards  South  of  M0NCHEN0UL. 

504th  Parachute  Infantry  -  The  3d  Battalion  extended  MIR  slightly  to  the 
Southeast..'  The  2d  Battalion  knocked  out  an  enemy  flak  wagon  near  EERGIFAZ ,  ' 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  -  The  3d  Battalion  received  heavy' artillety  • 

fire  throughout  the  day.  Company  nA,t  and  Company  nB”  moved  to  new  areas  in 
the  rear  of  the  3d  Battalion, 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  -  ”Fn  Company  and  "GM  Company  attacked  by  an  J 

estimated  two  battalions  of  infantry  of  the  9th  SS  Panzer  Division  at  0120#- 
"G"  Company  partially  overrun,  Enemy  infiltrated  to  FRRIA.  "I"  Company 
(less)  committed  to  aid  "G".  Company  in  destroying  and*  ejecting  the  enemy*,,. 

"E"  Company  (less  one  platoon)  mopped  up  the  town  of  FRRIA  and  the  entire 
sector  was  cleared  by  0430*  Enemy  casualities  were  heavy. 

551st  Parachute  Battalion  -  Attacked  at  2300  towards  limited  objectives 
ODRIMONT  AND  AMOCMONT. ,  . 
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325th  Glider  Infantry  ■*  Irjpr  dvad  d ef  ens i  ve  positions. 

504th  Parachute  Infantry  ».  TJus  :-3d  Battalion  broke  up  an  attack  by  an 
estimated  60  enemy  arifl  inf libted  he S!*y  pasualt ieb.  The2d  Battalion  fired 
o\  by  enemy  tanks.  4,.2  awrtar  fire  and  artillery  fire  forced  tanks  to  - 
Withdraw.  .  v  ",vi  '  '  .  „ 

505th  Paraohute  Xpfai^try  ^Improved  defensive,  positions.  3d  Battalion 
daptured  an  VhtirW rf lye  mian' enemy  petrol.  ■ 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  «.  Improved-; defensive  positions. 

5 51st  Parachute  infan$g». .’-.^Reached.-  ■NjQBFOOTAlNE ,  killed  an  estimated 


30  enemy  and  captured  five.  Battalion7  sustained  very  light  losses. 


There  were  no  major  attacks  altohg  any  of  the  regimental  fronts.  All 
units  improved  their  defensive  positions  -and  patrolled  aggressively  to  the 
front .  The  307th  Airborne  Fnginefer)|Ba!bfeal.;i!jon  placed  additional  minefields. 
The  740th  Tank  Battalion  was  attached . 


'*  -  f  .  ;  .  • 

There  was.  very  little  enemy  activity  along  the  ^ivisioh  front.  All 
units  maintained  arid  strengthened  their  defensice  positions  and  patrolled 
vigorously  to  the  front;  ... 

The  pivisioii  Artillery  fired  on  enemy  concentrations.  The  2d  Battalion, 
325th  Glider  Infantry  closed  into  new  positions  Fast  of  TRCXJ-DF-BRA.  The 
307th  Airborne  Fngineer  Battalion  continued  to  place  minefields,  Thelst  , 
pattalion,  505th  Parachute  infantry  conducted  combined  infantry-tank-tank.  . 
destroyer-engineer  training  in  the  vicinity  of  CHFNTFUX. 


.  Fnecy  activity  was  again  very-  light  along  the  Division  ff6ht»  TW6 
fegitfents  patfolled  vigorous k  to  the  front  and  contacted  the  enehfy-  ih  in t 
Vidinity  bf'.FLCfiET  a  Si  XHOUT-SI-PKXJX. 

%  The  505tH  Parachute  Infantry  continued  their  combined  infantry-tpnk- 
tank  destroyeb^enginecr  training.  The  740fch  Tank  Battalion  went  two 
paifbls,  each  consisting  of  three  tanks  and  Division  Reconnaissance  platoon 
fcfen,  to  reconnqoiterfSouth  of  TRI-IF-CHFSI1ATG,  FRRIA,  TROIS  POTTS. 

Two  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  and  nine  captured. 


Enemy  material  captured  19  December^l944  to  '3.1  December  1944#  Inclusive  x 

J  armored'1  car  ’  !.r  -  ;  •  '  *  aw 

3  half  tracks  (a) 

5  other  vehicles  (b) 

3  artillery  pieces  (e) 

6  machine  pistols  _ _  ___ 

35  Panzorfausts 

800  Jerricans 
800  88mm  Rounds 
1  anti-tank  rifle 

1  German  BC  scope 

2  bulldozers  (U.S.) 

1  8  Ton  trailer  (U.S.) 

Enemy  material  knocked  out  or  destroyed  19  December  1944  to  31  December  1944. 
inclusive  xx 

8  Tanks  (l  MK  IV,  1  MK  III,  6  unidentified)  (d) 

4  armored  cars 

14  half  tracks  (a) 

9  other  vehicles 

3  SP  guns  (c) 

6  anti-tank  guns  (e) 

2  artillery  pieces  (c) 

15  machine  pistols  ■ 

15  machine  guns 

3  motorcycles  (1  with  sidecar) 

1  radio 

X  The  f igures  are  necessarily  incomplete  because  o f  the  following  factors : 

a.  Rapidity  of  our  movement  over  a  large  area  in  the  attack  which, 
coupled  with  our  move  from  the  area,  left  little  time  for 
thorough  surveys . 

b.  Snowstorms  which  covered  much  material  before  it  could  be  salvaged, 

c.  Inaccessibility  to  transportation  of  some  of  the  area,  making  salvage) 
and  evacuation  impracticable, 

(  *  i  ■  ' 

xx  (a)  Includes  flakwagons,  at  least  3  mounted  75mm  guns. 

(b)  Includes  all  other  types,  also  U.S.,  British  and  German  models. 

(e)t  Includes  all  cabibers. 

(d)  Includes  only  observed  fire  and  only  material  known  definitey  to  • 
have  been  destroyed. 


■  SBCRBtt.. 


CASUALTIES  . 

(Inclusive  31  December  1944) 


OFFICERS  W 

BATTLE  CASUALTIES 

Division  Organic  Units  53  946 

Attached  Units  _ 2  _ 5 

TOTAL  . .  55  951 


NON-BATTLE  CASUALTIES 

Division  Organic  Units  21  659 

Attached  Units  _ 0  _ 8 

TOTAL  . . . .  .  21  667 


TOTAL  CASUALTIES 

Division  Organic  Units  74  1605 

Attached  Units  2  _ 13 

GRAND  TOTAL  ............  76  1618 


XXXIX 

PRISONERS  OF  WAR 

Total  captured  (inclusive  31  December  1944)  ........  185 


•Cu,.  82d'  Abn.  T,lv. 

j  Initials  * _ . 

.  10'  March  1945  • 


1  and  2  JAMARY  1945 

The  Division  (517th  Parachute  Iafhntry  attached)  regrouped  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  an  attack  to  protect  left  flank  of  VII  Corps . 

504th,  508t.h$ird  517th  Parachute.  Infantry  assumed  responsibility  for 
entir..e  Division  frant*  Patrolled  aggresively  to  South  and  Southeast.  Main¬ 
tained  contact  with  enemy. 

325th  Glider  Infantry  and  505th  Parachute .  Infantry  closed  in  forward1, 
assembler  areas  in  'preparation  for  attack. 

620th  Tank  Destroyer-  Battalion  attached  to  Division,  relieved  703d 
Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  which  passed-' to'  Corps...  control,, 

,  7.5th  Infantry  Division  assumed  tactical  control  504th  Parachute 

Infantry;  1 

3  JANUARY  1945 

Division  attacked  at  0830  with  517th  Parachute  Infantry,  505th  Para¬ 
chute  Infantry  and  3?5th  Glider  infantry- abreast*  Division,- Artillery,  80th 
Airborne  Anbi-ai-voraf  i:.-  Battalion  and  307tn  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion 
supported  the  Division  advance. 


325 yh  Glider  Infantry  -■*  £n  the  right  attacked  through,  the.  5.08th 
Parac.huse  infant o‘,‘  eeiued  K'H  DF.  HEIRL0T  and  the  town  of  AlviCffiONT.  Or¬ 
ganized  .high,  ground  Eas l-  and  Wee ii  c-f  AMCGM0NT3  Further  advance  limited  to 
patrolling-  pending  advance  of  VTI  Gorpst  _• 

w  .  .  t 

‘'‘-Reverted  to  tactical  control  82d  Airborne 
Division  and  prepared  te  'move  to  area  DFRRIEHE  IE  THIER. 

Par  accrue  Infantry  -  In  the  center  with  Company  ”A",  740th 
Tank  Battarj.cn  attached £  eaptn."ed.;REHA5ftl6Nf '.and  FOSSE*  .and;  continued  the 
at'tVaok.  to.  positions  .approximately  1100  -yards'  South  thereof. 

503th  Parachute  I^'antry-  -  Maintained  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  ti 
the  Division  LD;  At  j .0 45-  hours ;  the , 2d  Battalion  was  attached  to  the  505th 
Parachute  £.x?mitry;_am  moved  to- vieinity  FOSSE. 

517th .Parachute  Infantry  -  On  the  left  with  551st  Parachute  Battalion 
attached  a,  gained^  the  -  village  ,IR0IS:'  P0KTS  and'  high  ground1  vieinity  HERISPECHt 

and  ST  JACQUES..,  •  "  "  ‘  *  t-  '  .  '  V  ; 

•  ■  ■  ,  .  t  ,  .v  '  ’  •  '  •  ■  \  .  »  ’  fc  ■  ' 

'  .  ,  A  JANUARY  1945-  ",  ,  . ^ 

The  Division  consolidated  its*  gains  ®f  3  January,  seized  limited  ob¬ 
jectives,  and  prepared  to  continue  the  attack  pending  further  .advance  of 
VII  Corps  a  ,  V  '  "  ''  -  ■ ? 

325th  Glider  Infantry'  A'  Captured  HIERLOT  hpdi  .* rrpzjf pKT ,  .established  c 
•contact  with  adjacent  units  and  consolidated  positions!.  “  ' 

V v  4  '  .  '  4 

50J'th  Perao.hu be'  Infantry  ■*.  Assumed  'responsibility'- for- a.  pertion,  of 
517th  'parachute  Infantry  sect.or--and..a)ttacked.  to  take  the  high  ground  South- ■ 
easttoi  f-JGSE,.  The  accompliohmonb  of  this  mission  would  permit  the  Div3s- 
.  icn  to  dominate  all  crossings  of,  the  SALM  River  in  vicinity  of  GRAND  HALt~ 

EUX4  ■  .  -  .1'  :■ 

■  - “■  ",  V* .  ’■■■  -i  ■■■■,  t  - 

505'th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Continued  to  attack-,  seized  'high-  ground' 
and  woods  North  arxt'Nprtheasv, _  of  A3RFF  ONl  Ail®- :  and-i  consolidated;.,  posit  it  no, 

'  1  - 


S' 


_ ,508th  Parachute .Infantry  -  Assembled  in  Division  Reserve  area,  vicin¬ 
ity  HAUTE  BQDEUX. :  2d  Battalion  rever  ted  tb>  Regimental  control  in  .REHARMOOT 

SPG&ti  ’ ' 'x  ’  ‘  '  i  '  C.'jt  v '  <*!.)  '  *  '  <0  f'C'iK  m  '  y  - '  ~  ,*  ^ 

517th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Continued  to  attack \  captured  ST'  JACQUES^ 
PFRGFVAL  and  MONT  D'E  FOSSE,  and  patrolled  to  SAIM  River, 

Ay'  AA-  5  JANUARY  1945 


o 

L- 


32f-th'iGlddgrIir£-dAir/y—  Seized  the  high  ground  between  ABREFONTAIMSAA :?J 
and  LIBERNEEX  and  consolidated  positions  already  taken.  <■>  •'  <■  ""A-A-A 

50jth  Parachute  Infantry  -  Succeeded  in  taking  high  ground  overlooking 
GRAND  HALLFUX  and  immediately  organized  for  defense,'  ' — . ■>'  v  *v- 

•A  A-  505th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Took  ABREFONTAINE  and  occupied  the  high 
ground  . 1000  yards  to  the  Southeast*  1  '  .  -  —  A  y  v- Ay  a-w-  ■  >  \ ‘  Co 

.  --  •  •  •  .  . J  J  r 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Remained  in  Division  Reserve, 

v  '  ; *,/v» \J 

517th  raiaehute  Infantry  -  Cleared  all  remaining  enemy  from  sector, . 
repulsed  strong  enemy  counterattacks  vicinity  BERGEVAL,  and  liberated  DAXUSE 
DAIR0M0NT.  .,  y  y  '■ ;  A.'  -A  .-A;':': 


6  JANUARY  19A5 


e„- 


Division  and  attached  units  consolidated  an  improved;  positions  f  A A 
patrolled  aggressively  to  front,  maintained  contact  with  adjacent  units,Av>  » 
prepared  plans  to  continue  advance  in  conjunction  with  VII  Corps.  551st 
Parachute  Battalion  detached  from  517th  Par' chute  Infantry  and  attached 
504th  Parachute  Infantry  in  place,  • '  •  ;;  ...A'  1  A’  y 


■a;o 

n 


■  '  7  JANUARY  1945 


f.  The  Division  resumed  the  offensive  with  a  vigorous  attack  \at >  063Qa hourr 
with  the  mission  of  advancing  to  the  line  GRAND  SART-BAIM  CHATEAU  -VIE  ISA  IAl-Gi 
GRAND  HALLFUX-TR0IS  P0NTS.  '  . 

325  Glider  Infantry  -  Occupied  GRAND  SART  and  seized’ the  high  '  AA  5 
ground  THIFR  DEL  PRFUX.  Consolidated  positions  and  repulsed  strong  . 
counterattacks.  .  Contact  was  established  with  VII  Corps  on  the  right. 

...  A  504th  Parachute  Infantry. -551st  Parachute  Infantry  Battalion  y  - ' 
attached  -  Seized  PARNIFRF.S,  MOOT  and  RXHELINVAL,  established  and  a 
consolidated  positions  on” West  bank  of  SAIM  River,  ''  < -  •  -v  >”  ;  -A.  A  b-AJo 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Captured  the  town  of  G0R0NNE,  established 
Ifront  line  along  West  bank  of  SAIM  River  North  of  RENCHEUX,  and  West  of 
Town  in  .Southern  portion  of  their  sector,  .  . 

A  .. ;  '508th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Attacked  through  the  325th  Glider  Infantry, 

gained  and  consolidated,  positions  on  TRIER  DU  MONT  against  severe  resitstpny 


.  517th  Parachute  Infantry,  less  3d  Battalion  -  Was  placed  in  Division 
Reserve  in  assembly  area  Northeast  of  ABREFONTAINE. .  .  3d  Battalion  assumed, 
responsibility  of  SAIM  Rivwr  line  from  TROIS  FONTS  to  a  point  Northeast AA 
of  LA  NF.WILLE.  ;  '  A- 

Company  "BP,  643d  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion- was. attached  to  the 
Division.  Company  PC", /  6.43d  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  was  placed  in  ;.  L'  AAio 
.support  of  Division,  "  ’  '  '  -  -  -  :  . u..vs<y4A 


Division. Artillery,  307th' Airborne  Engineer  Battalion,  80th  ; 
Airborne  Anti-aircraft  Battalion,  628th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion,  and 
Company  "B",  06th  Chemical  {Battalion  continued  in  support  of  the  Division, 

«■  2 


8  fc  9  JANUARY  1945 

The  Division  consolidated  positions  along  SALM  River  from  TROIS  FONTS 
to  SAIMCHATEAU,  thence  Tlfest  to  GRAND  SART  and  eliminated  enemy  pookets  at 
PETIT  HALLEUX  and  RENCHEUS.  Town  of  COMTE,  was  taken.  Occupied  STEMAIRE 
to  contact  3d  Armored  Division.  Road  blocks  were  established  vicinity  of 
VIELSAIM  bridges.  Units  patrolled  East  of  SABA  River  to  GRAND  HALLEUX  and 
SAIMCHATEAU.  ‘  M  W 


10  J iiNUARY  1945  . 

^  The  Division  maintained  defensive  positions.  3d  Battalion  517~th  Para-* 
chute  Infantry  Established  bridgehead  across  .SAIM  River,  vicinity  GRAND- 
HALLEUX,  Relief  .of  Division  by  75th  Infantry  Division  commenced.'  ' 

"  11  JANUARY  1945  ‘ 

Relief  of  the  Division  by  75th  Infantry  Division  completed  and -Division' 
moved  to  Corps  Reserve  area  bounded  by  WA3MES,  SHROFAIX,  LLTMEDY, and 
BOUGHEZ.  *  , 

.  -  517th -Parachute  Infantry  -.Was  detached  from  Division  and  attached  to 
75th  Infantry  Division  in  place.  • 

During  the  period  January  3  -  11,  the  Division  captured  2,571. prisoners 
and  killed  an  estimated  2,250  enemy.' 

/.  •  V  12  to  20  JANUARY  1945 

The  Division,  in  Corps  Reserve,  reorganized,  re-equipped  and  conducted 
intensive  training.-  Special  emphasis,  was  placed  on  combined  infantry- 
tank  training,  the  use  of  the  German  Panzerfaust,  and  zeroing  of  weapons. 

21  atld  22  JANUARY  1945 

~  "  v  .  /  ,  ( .  .  ■■  •  1  ‘  1 

The  Division,  less  508th  Parachute  Infantry,,  remained  in.  Corps' Reserve 
and  continued  training.  ■’ 

508th  Parachute  Infantry.  (319th  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion,/  1 
Company  "D",  307th  Airborne  Engineer,  Battalion  and.  Company  "B",  80th  Air- 
borne  Anti-aircraft  Battalion  attached)-,;  was  attached-  to  7th  Armored 
Division,  moved  to  DIEDENBURG  area,  relieved  2d  Battalion,!  23d  Infantry 
and  elements  of  Combat  Command.  "A”'  of  the.  7th  Armored'  DiVision*  '  '  . 

,23 .  and  24 .  JANUARY  1945 

The  Division*  less  503th  Parachute  Infantry;  No  change*' 

517th  Parachute  Infantry,  less  Id. Battalion,  was  attached  to  the  'Division 
_  ^08th  Parachute  Infantry,  reinforced  r  was  relieved,  by.  7th  Armored- 
Division,  reverted- to  control'  of  the ^Division,  and  moved  to  the  TROIS  FONTS  1 
BASSE  BODETJX  area*  : *  -  .  A  . 


643d  Tank  Destroyer 


25  JANU;jj!Y.  1945 


- Battalion,  Company  TAy,.  87th  Chemical  Battalion, 

400  Armored  Field  Artillery. Battalion  (105  How),  and  254th  Field  Artillery 
Battalion  (155  How)"were  attached  to' the  Division.  - 

,  >-  517th  Parachute  Infantry  less  2d  Battalion  —  Was  detached  from  the  . 

Division  and  reverted  to  control  XVIII  Corps  (Airborne,)* 


26  and  27  JANUARY  :1945 


Orders  were  received  for  the  Division  to  attack  through  the  7th  armored 
Division  to  the  Northeast  With  the  mission  of  piercing  the,  SIEGFRIED  LINE;) 
All  elements  of  the  Division  moved  to  forward  assembly  areas  vicinity  BORN; 
WALL3R0DE,  MONTENAU.  and  ST  VITH*  “  '  " 


The  Division  attacked  through  the  7t,h  Armored  Division  at  !0600  hours 
with  the .  325th  Glider -Infantry  on  the  left  (North),  the  504th  Parachute 
Infantry  on-,  the  right  (South)  and  thq .  5.05th  Para.chute.vThfantry  .  and  the  508th 
Parachute  Infantry  in  reserve.'  32d.'  Cavalry.  Reconnaisshnde  Squadron  was 
attached  to  the  Division  .at  0850  hours.  Progress  of  the  at't  ck  w  as  hindered 
hy  waist  deep  snow,  intense  cold  and  well  organized'  enemy'  strong  points, 

325th  Glider  Infantry  -  Atta  k-ed  to  the  South -from  the  line  of  BORN  - 
AMBLLVE  road,  passed  South  of  MEDELLj.  pivoted  .to  the  East-  and -NOrth  of  ■* 
MT-Y3RGDE,  and  by  2050  hours  were  on  the  high  ground  West 'of  ,  -and  overlooking 
Vfi'RETH.  Gains  were  consolidated  and  contact  established  with  flank  units',- 
504th  Parachute  Infantry .--Advanced  7000  yards,  captured  HERRE3BACH 
and  in.  this  engagement  killed  65  and  captured  201  of  the  enemy  without 
suffering  any  casualties.  Consolidated  gain's  and  repelled  *3  counterattacks., 

’  505th:  Parachute  Infantry  -  Moved  to- an  assembly  a  rea  vicinity  of 
ME1ERC DET'pre pare d  to~attack  through  .the  325th  Glider  Infantry. 

,500th  Purnchute  Infantry  -  Moved  to  an  assembly ■ area  vicinity  ALLERODE 
prepared  to  attach  through  504th  Parachute  Infantry, 

507th  Airborne  Engineer  Batts-lion  -  Constructed  and  opened -paths  and 
roads  to  assist  the  Divlsiqnls  advance,. 

740th  Tank  Battalion,.  643d  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion ;and  Division 
Artillery  actively  supported  the  advance, 

.Division  Reconnaissance  Platoon  protected  Division’s  Sout;-  flank  between 
WALLERQDE  and  HERRESBACH. 

'  29  J ■'■N'tJAHY  1945 

The  Division  continued  its  attach  to  the  Northeast.  .Advance  more  tjhan 
2000  yards  and  maintained-  contact  with  the  1st  Division  on  the  Norjjh  flank, 
325th  Glider  Infantry  -  Continued  its  advance  by  attacking  to  the  North 
at  0330  hours,  Seize"d  hJERETH,  pushed  on  to  the  high  ground  East-  of  the 
town  and  patrolled  to  the  NuXth,  Regiment  assembled  in  area  2000  yards 
Southeast  of  VALENDER  at  '1600  hours, 

504th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Maintained  defensive  positions  and  assisted 
in  the  protection  of  the  South  flank  of  Division* 

■505th  Parachute  Infantry  -Attached  through  the  325th  Glider  Infantry 
at  0500  hours,  advanced  more  ’than  2000  yards  to  the  high  ground  1500  yards 
Southwest  of  H0N3FIELD.  Established  defensive' positions  and  patrolled 
vigorously  to  the  North,  and  East.  Maintained  contact  .with  1st  Division  on 
the  North,  '  '  ' 

5G3th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Attacked  through  the  504  Parachute  Ixi-fhntry 
at  0400  hours.  By  the  end  of  the:  day  they  had  takenHOLZHEIM  and  MEDENDORF, 
and  had  occupied  the  high  ground  Southwest  of '  EIMERSHEID. 

■307th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion.-  Continued  to  maintain- improve  and 
clear  roads  for  use  of  attacking  elements  of  the  Division. 

32d  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  -  Squadron  relieved  Division  Reconnaissance 
Platoon,  established  outposts  and  maintained  patrols  along  the  Southern 
flank  of  the  Division. 


# 

SBfiSSSi 


SO  JANUARY  .1945 

525  Glider  infantry  ~  Attacked  to  the  Northeast'  at  0500  hours®  By 
1500  hours  had  occupied  the  line  of  the  HONSFELD-LOSHEIM  railway  for  a  , 
distance  of  200  yards  East  and  West  of  BUCHHOLTZ*  Sent  patrols  Northeast  into 
GERMANY® 

504th. Parachute  Infantry  -  Attacked  at  0500  hours-, seized  the  high  ground 
1300  yards  Southeast  of  HOLZHEIM.,.  captured’  EIEER3GHEID ,  relieved  elements  of 
the  508th  Parachute  Infantry  In  MEDENDORF  and  were  relieved  by  32d  Cavalry 
Reconnaissance  Squadron  in  HERRESBACH.- 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  *  Maintained  and  strengthened  their  positions;* 
Made  preparations  to  continue  the  attack  to  the  Northeast  by  passing  through 
the  325th  Glider  Infantry* 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  ~  Continued  the  attack  to  the  East*  captured 
LANZERATH  and  the  high  ground  North  of  the  town*  The  Regiment  consolidated 
positions  and  sent  patrols  Northeast  into  GERMANY* 

32d._ Cavalry  Reconnaissance  Squadron  relieved  elements  of  the  504th  Paras- 
chute  Infantry  in  HERRE3BACH.  Maintained  screening  position  along  Southern 
flank  of  the  Division® 


51  JANUARY  1945 

325th  Glider  Infantry  -  Remained  in  Battalion  assembly  areas  as  Division 
Reserve®  Sent  contact  patrols  to  screen  left  flank  of  505th  Parachute  Infantry 
and  to  contact  1st  Division  on  the  North®  ’  ^ 

504th. Parachute  Infantry  -  Maintained  and  improved  defensive  positions® 
Relieved  elements  of  508th  Parachute  Infantry  in  LANZERATH®  Established  road¬ 
blocks  within  area® 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Attacked  through  the  325th  Glider  Infantry 
at  0430  hours*  captured  L  SHEIMERGR^BEN  against  moderate  resistance  and 
occupied  a  line  extending  4*000. yards  North'  of  that  town  East  of  the  H0LLERA K- 
LANZERATH  highway®  Established  contact  with  1st  Infantry  Division  on  the 
North  and  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry  on  the  South*.  Patrolled  vigorously 
to  the  Northeast® 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  -  Repulsed  enemy  attack  in  vicinity  LANZERATH® 
attacked  to  the  Northeast  at  0500  hours®  seized  >  organized  and  maintained  de¬ 
fensive  positions  on  high  ground  overlooking  L0SHEIM-  and  MANDERFELD®  Patrolled 
aggressively  to  the  front®  ' 

629th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  (SP)  attached  to  Division®  to  move  into 
area  1  February  1945-® 


SDOIUIT 


EHEMT  MATERIAL  0APT0HED1  JAMAHT  1945  TO  51  JAMJAR?  1945 


1  Mark  IV  Tank 
3  Half  tracks 
29  Other  vehicles 

1  SP  gun _ 

1  AT  gun 

9  Pieces, --'other  artillery 
7  81mm  Mortars  • 

90  Machine  guns 
161  Machine  Pistols 
333  Panzerfausts 

5  Motorcycles 
7  Radios 

3  Binoculars 

6  Eicycles 
370  Rifles 

40  Automatic  Weapons 
24  Flame  throwers 
1,830  Hand  grenades 
1,000  Rifle  grenades 
5  Ammunition  dumps 


-  6  - 


ENEMY  MATERIAL  KNOCKED  OUT  OR  DESTROYED  1  JANUARY  1945  TQ  31  JANUARY  INCLUSIVE 


2  King  Ti0er  Tanks 

3  “nrk  VI  Tanks 
6  Mark  IV  Tanks 
2  lui^rk  III  Tanks 
8  Half  Tracks 

93  Other  vehicles 
6  SP  guns 
27  AT  cans 

20  Pieces,  other  artillery 
1  35mm  run 
24  81mm  Mortar 
71  Machine  guns 
102  Machine  pistols 

(1)  Figures  include  only  material  definitely  known  to  have  been  destroyed 

(2)  The  following  factors  make  these  figures  necessarily  incomplete; 

(a)  While  attached,  517th  Parachute  Infantry  did  not  maintain 
records  of  captured  or  destroyed  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons. 

(b)  Rapidity  of  our  movement  over  0  large  area. 

(c)  Snowstorms. 

(d)  Inaccessibility  of  transportation  to  the  area,  making  selvage 
and  evacuation  impractical. 


CASUALTIES 


{Inclusive  (jL.  January  to  31  January  15 
Division  Battle  Casualties  Officers- 


Division  Organic  Units 
Attached  Units 

Twtai;/ 

Division  Non-Battle  Casualties 

Division'  Organic  Units, 
Att;  ached  Units' 


110 

97 


79 

_44 


Total 

Total  Casualties 

Division  Organic  ^nits 
Attached  Units 


123 


189 

141 


Grand  Total 


330 


Known  Enemy, Casualties 

Total  Captured  '  2445  . 

Total  KiilOv.  (est)  .  3655 

Grand  Total  6080' 


867 


1568 


2515 

1670 


4185 


•'"N 
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.  NARRATIVE  " 

1  FEBRUARY  -1945  " 


The  Division  maintained  and  improved-  positions  *  reconnoitered 
and  patrolled  to  the  SIEGFRIED  LINE,  maintained  contact  with  ad¬ 
jacent  units  and'  prepared  to  continue  the  attack  to  penetrate  the 

Siegfried  line.  ,  .  -  _  ‘vT  V’5‘.'  - 

(]■  ,2d  Battalion,'.  504th  Parachute  Infantry  was  relieved  by  elements 
32d; Cavalry  Rpconnaissance  Squadron  and  moved  to  an  assembly  area 
inlrear;  of’  505th  Parachute  Infantry  positions 'J 
•517th  Parachute  Infantry  was.' attached  to  the  Division  and  5 
prepared  to  move  into  the  Division  Zone.-  5""  ' " I . • 

55  ; .0  '  '•  5 '  - :  >f £  FEBRUARY  1945  V >5;  ! 

Against  intense  Opposition  the  Division  advanced  and  breached 
the  SIEGFRIED  LINE  from  UDEIJBRETH  to  NEUHOF  to  HERTESROTT  HEIGHTS® 
Positions  were  Consolidated  and' numerous,  counterattacks  repulsed  *  : 

.  .32  5th  Gin d er  -  Infantry  attacked  through'  the  505th  Parachuteo  - 
Infantry  Regiment  and  after  severe  fight  in, ;  seized  NEUHOF  and  r; 
UDENBRETH:  organized  for  defense  and  repelled  strong  counter-)  5 
attacks  ’  of  Infantry  “supported;  by  tanks -5'' '  >jb' '  -  5  - 

.  504th  Parachute  Infantr^’; 1st  and  ‘3d.  Battalions  relieved  by 

elements  32d,  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  Squadron  and  1st  Battalion,'' 
508th  Parachute  -Infantry  respectively.  "All  battalions  assembled  ^ 
in  area  in  rear  of  505th.  Parachute  Infantry  and  immediately  passed 

through,  the;  505th  Parachute  Infant rv,;  attacking  to  the  East*  .  ~’-.n 

Regiment  advanced  6000  yards  and  seized  HERTESROTT  HEIGHTS yp  ;  ;  ' 
organized  positions  and  repulsed  extremely  heavy' enemy  .counter*  0'  ; 

attacks-,'.  _  ’<  _  .  r.  ‘  y  ' 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  attacked  to  the  Southeast:, made 
advances  up  to  4000  yards  and  established  defense  positions® 
r'\-  508th  Parachute  Infantry  .patrolled  actively  to  the  Southeast 
and  maintained  and  improved  defensive  positions:®  1st  Battalion 

relieved  3d  Battalion,.  -504th  .Parachute  Infantry-',  7 . ;  'V>r 

,  V- ;  '517th  -Parachute:  Infantry  :"clos ed  '  in  Di vi s ion"  area  : and  .moved .  , 
the  3d  Battalion  forward  to  support  the  325th  Glider  Infant  ry.- 
1st  Bat  tain  on  established;  road  -  block  .on  main  'road  (running .  North  0 
out  of  Division  .area,  2d  Battalions  (remained  ^in -Division  reserve^- 


.3  FEBRUARY  1945 


The  .  D  i  vis  ion  s,  t  re  ng  t  he  he  d  and  consolidated  defensive  positions  $ 
eliminated  scattered  groups  of  ehemy 'remaining  in -rear  areas | 
repulsed  strong  counterattacks  and  inflicted  heavy  casualties'  on 
the  enemy®  '5'"“  • 

r;  505th  Parachute  Infantry  was  relieved  in  place  by  the  508th 
Parachute.  Infantry  and  moved  to  Division  reserve: cTea* 

(  /  -  508th  Parachute  Infantry  was ’  relieved  -  by  32d  Cavalry  Re- 
tonnaissance  Squadron  "in  area  Northeast  of  jHASENVENN  and’  in  turn 
'■'c(135y#<r  505th  Parachute  Infantry  in  area  Northeast  of'  LOS  HEIM, 55 


■  4  FEBRUARY  1945'— 

Ci-1  -  — -  -  — ^Zs—'\sis/  0^5 


The  Division  maintained  .  defers ve  positions  and  patrolled 
aggresively  to  the  East 99th  Ihfantfy -Division  commenced  relief 
of  ;  front /line  units  of  the  -(Division®. 

- -505th  ■  Parachute  Infantryimoved  by  truck.  to -assembly  'area-  -  -  0 
vicinity-'-.VIELSALl?”  *  5.  'V;  '  -  ~-r"  '. 


nnnT'nm 


517th  Parachute  Infantry  moved  by  truck  to  vicinity  RAEREN. 
Passed  to  command  V  Corps.  '' 

5  <Sc  6  FEBRUARY  1945 

The  Division  was  relieved  by  the  99th  Infantry  Division  and 
moved  to  the  VIELSALM  area;  reorganized,  refitted,  and  prepared 
to' move  to  vicinity  of  ROTT,  GERMANY. 

Task  Force  "A"  composed  of  505th  Regimental  Combat  Team  was 
organized  under  command  of  the  Assistant  Division  Commander  with 
the  mission  of  moving  to  vicinity  of  BERGSTEIN,  GERMANY  to 
reli  ve  elements  of  the  8th  Infantry  Division.  *• 

'  7  FEBRUARY:  1945  '  •'  \ 

The  Division,  less  Task  Force  "A”  -  No  Change.' 

Task.  Force  llA,lreached  BERGSTEIN  area,  passed  to  operational 
control  of  V  Corps..  517th  Regimental  Combat  Team  was  attached 
in  place ...  A 

505th  Rep  invent  a  1  Combat  Team  less  1st  Battalion,  commenced 
.relief  of  elements  of  8th  Infantry  Division  vicinity  VOSSFNACK. 

1st  Battalion j  505th  Regimental  .Combat  Team  in  Task  Force  "A" 
reserve  2000  yards  Northwest  of  BRAN'DENBERO  ,• 

517th  Regimental  Combat  Team  made  reconnaissance  in  force 
to  a  point  15u0  yards  Southeast  of  BERGSTEIN,  encountered  in¬ 
tense  resistance  from  enemy  stronp  points,  found  dense  enemy 
minefields  and  returned  .to  BERGSTEIN  area,.:'.''' 

8  FEBRUARY  1945  . 

T *  1 '  •  1  1  "”'rE  \  «*• 

The  Division,  less  Task  Force  "A",  moved  from  area  VIELSALM, 
closed  'in  assembly  area,  vicinity  SCHMIDTHOF,  GERMANY.  Established 
Division  Commander  Post  at  ROTT  and  assumed  Command  of  sector 
held,  by  Task  Force  "A" .  ,v  '  •> 

■  505th  Parachute  Infantry  advanced  2500  yards  to  the  South¬ 
east  against' light.  opposition  to  vicinity ‘KOMMERSCHEIDT : and  there 
contacted  elements  of  78th  Infantry  Division. 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  moved  to  vicinity  KLEINHAU  with 
mission  of  relieving  517th  Regimental 'Combat -Team  and  elements 
of  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry  during,  the  night  8-9  February.  4 

.  9  FEBRUARY  1945 

The  remainder  of  the  Division  closed  in  the  SCHMIDTHOF 
irea.  Committed  units  of  the  Division  advanced  approximately 
.1600  yards  through  extremely  dense  minefield,  organized  and  •  - 
consolidated  defensive  positions. 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  advanced  to  tlje  high  ground  1500 
yards  East  of  ZU  HARSCHEIDT,  established  contact  with  adjacent 
units,  patrolled  aggressively  to  the  East  and  made  preparations 
to  continue  the  attack. 

517th  Parachute  Infantry  was.  .completely  relieved  by  the 
508th  Parachute  Infantry  and  moved  to  assembly  area  vicinitv  ' 
HURTGEN. •  '  •  ■  ■ 

10  FEBRUARY  1945 

The  Division  attacked  to  the  E^st  and  pained  the  high 
ground  dominating  the  West  bank  of  the  ROER  River,  consolidated 
gains  and  improved „ defensive  positions.  Opposition  to  the 
advance  was  light  bat  extensive  minefields  prohibited  rapid 
progress. 


-  2  - 


505th  Parachute  Infantry  gained  the  high  ground  overlooking  AEM-BEN  and 
the  ROER  RIVER,  consolidated  positions,-,  established  contact  with  adjacent 
units*  and  patrolled  the  West  bank  of  the  ROER  RIVER; 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  advanced  to  the  high,  ground  overlooking  ZERKALL , 
HETZINGERHOF,  and  the  ROER  RIVER,  established  roadblocks-  on  roads  West  from  0 
the  ROER  RIVER*  consolidated  positions  and  patrolled  the  West  bank  of  the  river* 
517th  Parachute  Infantry  relieved  from  attachment  and  left  Division  area.  ■ 

11  &  IS  FEBRUARY  19*5, 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  and  508th  Parachute  Infantry  maintained  and 
strengthened  positions  dominating  West  bank  of  the  ROER  RIVER,  pat rolled 
actively  and  maintained  contact  with  adjacent  Divisions,.  Remainder  of  the 
Division  remained'  in  the  ACEMIDTHOF  area,  refitted*  reorganized  and  prepared 
for  future  operations. 

15  fc  .14  FEBRUARY  1945, 

The  Division  Conducted  assault  boat  training  and  continued  preparations • 
to  force  a  crossing  of  the  ROER  RIVER,: 

504th  Parachute  infantry  -  1st  Battalion  relieved  1st  Battalion,  508th 
Parachute  Infantry  in  the-  area  1800  yards  Southeast  of  BERGSTEIN,.  3d  ..Battalion 
closed  in  assembly  area  West  of  BERGSTEIN,  2d  Battalion  remained  in 
SCHMIDTKOF  area*  .  ,  , 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  ar  1st  Battalion  was  relieved  by  1st  Battalion., 
504th  Parachute  Infantry  and  moved  to  assembly  area  vicinity  BRANDENEERGi  ; 
Remainder  of  Regiment  -  No  change,*;. 

15*  16 y  17  FEBRUARY .1945 

The  Division  maintained  positions  commanding  the  ROER  RIVER,  continued 
preparations  to  attack  across  the  river  and  actively  patrolled  the  'West  bank 
of  the  river.*;  One  .patrol  succeeded  in  crossing .  the  river  the  night  of  17 
February  1345  and  returned  without  meeting  enemy  opposition,  .  0 

325th.  Glider  Infantry  closed  in  forward  assembly  .area  vicinity  HAR3CBEIDT* 
£d  .Battalion,  504th  Parachute  Infantry  closed  in  forward  assembly  area 
vicinity  BR.NDMEERG* 

18  FEBRUARY. 1945 

9th  Infantry  Division  relieved  the  Division  of  its  sector  of  responsibility 
The  Division.,  less  artillery  elements*  started  movement  to  rear  assembly  areas  ' 
vicinity  WaLHEIM  anfl  prepared  for  further  movement  to  base  camps  in  the  REIMS,. 
FRANCE  area.:  '  5 


19.  20,  21  FEBRUARY  1945' 

All  elements  of  the  Division  were  relieved  by  the  9th  Infantry  Division., 
assembled  in  the  WAIKEIM  area  and  from  there  commenced  move  to  base  camps,' 
vicinity  REIMS, .  FRANCE.  All  units,  less  organic  transportation,  moved  to 
base  camps  by  rail*  Organic  transportation  moved  by  road*  All  elements  closed 
in  REIMS  area  by  25  February  1945*  • 
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ADJ ACENT HEADQUARTERS’ " CCofitd ) Number  of  Cobles  (Contd) 


51  Engr  (C)  Bn 
291  Engr  (C)  Bn 
1111  Engr  (C)  Gp 
.  297  Engr  '-(C)  Bn 
'298  Erigr'TC)  Bn 
300. Engr  (C)  Bn 
Oise  Section,  CZ 

LOWER  HEADQUARTERS 

325th  Gli  Inf 
504th  Prcht  Inf 
505th  Prcht  Inf 
508th  Prcht  Inf 
517th.  Prcht  Inf 
Hq  &  Hq  Btry  Biv  Arty 
3 loth.  Gli  FA  Bn 
320th  Gli  FA  Bn 
376th  Prcht  FA  Bn 
456th  Prcht  FA  Bn 
80th  ABN  AA  Bn 
307th*' Abn  Engr  Bn 
407th' Abn  QM  Co 
307th  Abn  Med  Co 
782d  Ord  Maint  Co 
82d  Abn  Sip  Co 
Div  Hq  Go 
Special  Troops 

OFFICERS  WITHIN  DIVISION 

Command inp  General 
Asst  Commanding  General 
Chief  of  Staff 
0-1 
G-2 
0-3 

G-4 

AF  File 

Officers’  Club 
10  Office 
CO  Base  Echelon 
Sig  Officer 
CWS  Office 
QM  Office 

Special  Service  Office 
Engineer  Office 
PRO  . 

Div  Association 
Div  Historian 
Hdqs  Commandant 
CAO 


COURTESY  COPIES 

General  Marshall  1 

General  Smith  1 

General  Bradley  1 

C"  oral  Hodges  1 

G-  icral  Williams  1 

Ge^ra'l  Gavin  5 

General  March  1 

Co .!  ""ic  1  Tucker  1 

Cc-l-Mol  Billingslea  1 

5  2d  TCG  Wing  '  1 

Cornand  dc  GS  Sch,  Levenworth  1 
Field  Officers  (see  atchd  70 

list-less  full  colonels) 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

10 

15 

15 

15 

15 

•15. 

15 
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5 

5 

5 

2 

4 


I 

1 

1 

1 

l 

i 

1 
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1 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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General  Eisenhower  1 
Field  Marshall ’Montgomery  1 
General  John  Le'e  (CZ)  1 
General  Brereto'n .  1 
General  Ridgway  1 
General  Thrasher  (CZ)  1 
Colonel  Lindquist  1 
Colonel  Echraan  1 
Colonel  Wiepecke  1 
Superintendent,  USMA  1 
Major  O'Sullivan  1 


Inf  School,  Ft  Benning ,  GA,1 


Total  620 


